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So~E specimens of this snake have been in past years examined by the
senior author, without being able to detect any blood parasite. This year,
however, in one specimen collected by one of us (L. da Fonseca) at Sto
Estevam, and kindly identified by Dr. S. L. I-Iora, from the Zoological Survey
of India, Calcutta, a scanty infection was seen by a very small blood parasite, which at first seemed to us to belong to some genus of the Pirop!asmids.
The discovery of the pigment in the sehizonts could soon settle this point
and the parasite was definitely classified as a Plasmodid.
We were not fortunate enough to see any form which could give evidence
of being a gametoeyte : hence, our statements are limited only to the description of the Sehizogonic forms of this Plasmodid.
The coloured plate which illustrates this paper gives an idea of the
morphology of the parasite. Some points, however, must b~ emphasized:
(a) the minute pyriform (Fig. 7) or amoeboid (Fig. 5) schizonts, devoid of
pigment, which m a y even be absent in larger roundish forms (Fig. 2) ;
the ring form, with the protoplasm very compact (Figs. 1 and 3) or more
or less vaeuolated (Figs. 4 aud 6) with small dots of brownish pigment
scattered all over the body.
The following phases of multiplication were found: the chromatin
divided into two, three and four granules, this number seeming the ultimate
phase of the multiplication process. Particularly interesting is the crucial
multiplication depicted in our (Fig. 11), remembering similar figures in some
genera of Pirop!asmids.
The red cell did not show any alteration.
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The measurements of the parasite vary between one to three microns,
the rosettes having three to four microns.
The slides were stained by Leishmann's stain and by May-Grunwald
Giemsa. The staining by iron h~ematoxyline did not prove useful for this
study.
No parasite has yet been described in this snake. Our records are,
therefore, the first and the parasite will be named Plasmodium passerit~e sp. n.
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