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Abstract. Plain glass ﬁbre-reinforced polymeric (GFRP) laminates and GFRP reinforced with randomly oriented
short strips of shape memory alloy (SMA) were prepared by hand lay-up method. The SMA strip reinforcement was
placed at 0.75 × thickness of the laminate with weight fractions of 2, 4 and 6%. The specimens were exposed to drop
weight impact test and the experiments were conducted at a constant impact velocity of 2.80 m s−1 with different
test temperatures such as 303, 333 and 363 K. The impact damage area was evaluated using lighting technique and
fracture response was analysed using scanning electron microscopic (SEM) images. Absorption of impact energy
and damage area due to low velocity impact were calculated. It was observed that with the higher temperature,
the SMA/GFRP laminates exhibit marginally-enhanced damage resistance compared to the plain GFRP laminates.
Also, addition of SMA reinforcement was not contributing much to the impact resistance at higher temperature.
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Introduction

Composite materials offer numerous advantages over conventional materials owing to their superior speciﬁc strength
and stiffness. The use of composite materials has become
increasingly common in a wide range of structural components and engineering applications including high speed
train, aerospace, marine and sports engineering [1]. Many
such applications involve components subjected to various
loadings causing damage, degradation of material properties
and even premature failure of the structure [2]. Currently,
there is an increased interest in the application of composite
materials with embedded shape memory alloy (SMA laminates) to control or relax the damage in composite materials
[3,4]. An important reliability factor in design of such composites is the response to impact loading. Composite structures in general are susceptible to a wide range of damages
and defects such as delamination, ﬁbre breakage, ﬁbre pullout and matrix crazing which are produced during fabrication as well as service [5]. This calls for determining reasonable ways to control such damages, without compromising
the structural integrity. Normally, heterogeneous composites
exhibit better impact resistance owing to enhanced structural damping compared to homogeneous metallic material (barring the dual phase material). One possible way to
∗ Author
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increase impact (damage) resistance of composite structure
is by embedding SMA wires into composite structures. SMA
wires embedded within the layers of composite structures
can enhance their resistance to low-velocity impact, which
is, however, greatly inﬂuenced by the constituent materials
and their lay-ups as well [5]. Hence, it is necessary to understand the impact damage characteristics when SMA wires
are embedded into composite laminates. Further structures
are also subjected to severe environment conditions such as
high temperature. The study of impact response of composite materials subjected to environmental conditions other
than ambient is more realistic and researches [6–8] have
investigated the effect of environmental conditions on impact
damage phenomenon of composite materials.
Study on the inﬂuence of temperature and moisture on
the impact resistance of an epoxy/graphite composite material has found that only elevated temperatures/moisture had
a signiﬁcant effect on damage initiation energy [6]. Bibo
et al [7] have shown that temperature can alter the nature and
extent of impact induced damages. Ibekwe et al [8] have
experimentally studied the impact and residual load carrying capacity of unidirectional and cross-ply laminates at low
temperatures. Kang et al [9] have experimentally studied the
damage behaviour of glass/epoxy laminates with embedded
SMA wire subjected to low-velocity impact under low temperature. Metin Sayer et al [10] have studied and reported
the impact behaviour of hybrid composites (carbon–glass
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ﬁbre/epoxy), subjected to both low-velocity impact and various temperatures ranging from −20 to 60◦ C. The effect of
temperature on maximum energy, maximum deﬂection, maximum impact force, ductility and compression after impact
was studied at different low impact energy levels (8, 15 and
25 J) with the temperature range of 50–120◦ C. The effect of
temperature in the range of 50–120◦ C on impact response at
different energy levels such as impact force, energy has been
reported. Possible absorption of moisture at change of state
of polymer to rubbery/leathery depending on the temperature
can inﬂuence dynamic response/impact resistance [11]. The
impact behaviour of glass ﬁbre-reinforced polyester (GFRP)
was experimentally investigated using notched Izod impact
test specimen and the effect of ﬁbreorientation , ﬁbre volume fraction, test temperature and exposure time to test
temperature on failure mechanism of the GFRP composites have been reported [12]. The shape memory characteristics of cold-worked TiNiNb alloys were investigated for
developing shape memory alloy/carbon ﬁbre-reinforced plastics hybrid composites for damage suppression at ambient
temperature [13]. The effect of shape memory alloy (SMA)
on damage behaviour and residual properties of composite
laminates subjected to low-velocity impact at low temperatures has been investigated [14]. The effects of temperature
and thermal residual stresses on the impact behaviour and
damage of glass/epoxy laminated composites were investigated. Also, the impact analysis on the laminated composites was performed at the different ranges of impact energies under different temperatures. The speciﬁc energy values and impact parameters were obtained and compared for
each type of specimens and temperatures [15]. Impact energy
absorption and damage area due to low-velocity impact on
the GFRP composites with SS wire reinforced GFRP composites were calculated, and efﬁciency of absorption was
compared with respect to impact velocity and pitch distance
of the SS wires [16]. Tensile and instrumented impact testings were carried out to evaluate improvements in mechanical properties and toughness of the composites. Appreciable
improvement was observed in damping, tensile and impact
properties of the polymer matrix due to reinforcement with
superelastic SMA ﬁbres, highlighting the advantages of their
use in polymer composites [17]. The impact damage resistance properties of SMA stitched glass/epoxy composites
after low-velocity impact are experimentally and theoretically studied. The results showed that the tensile strength of
composite plates increased and the number of translaminar
cracks decreased after being stitched by SMA wires. Theoretical study also proves that the delamination energy of composite plates after stitching with superelastic SMA wires is
smaller than that of an unstitched composite plate because of
the energy absorbed by the SMA wires [18]. The vibrational
characteristics of SMA composites can be improved by the
addition of small amounts of SMA short ﬁbres. The addition of 3.5 wt% of SMA short ﬁbre content to epoxy resin
resulted in the maximum increment in both natural frequency
and storage modulus [19]. Epoxy resin composites ﬁlled with
Ti–Ni alloy short fibres and particles were fabricated and their

mechanical properties were investigated. Owing to the addition of SMA ﬁllers, the ﬂexural rigidity of SMA/epoxy composites increases; especially, the storage modulus increases
remarkably with increasing ﬁller content in the high temperature region [3]. This is attributable to transformation to
austenitic phase facilitating better dynamic characteristics.
In this study, SMA strip in the form of short ﬁbre has
been chosen as the reinforcing material to evaluate the
impact strength of the SMA/GFRP laminates. Assessment on
impact energy absorption and damage area was carried out
for both plain GFRP composites and SMA wire-reinforced
GFRP composites; also inﬂuence of wt% of SMA on impact
response under different temperatures was evaluated. The
detailed discussion on the inﬂuence of SMA wire reinforcement with different weight contents regarding the impact
response is presented in this paper.
2.

Experimental

2.1 Materials
The SMAs used in the present study are Ti–Ni alloy (nitinol)
flat wire (Ti : Ni = 50 : 50) produced by Memry, SAES Group
Company, USA. The dimensions of SMA short strips are;
length of 2–3 mm, width of 1.35 mm, thickness of 0.292 mm
and the length of the specimen is 130 mm. Other elements
can be added to adjust or tune the material properties. Nitinol exhibits unique thermo-mechanical behaviour. The two
terms used to describe this behaviour are shape memory
effect and super elasticity. The phase transformation temperature for austenite of Ti–Ni alloy is about 72◦ C. The matrix
polymer was LY556 epoxy resin, and the hardening agent
was HY951. The glass transition temperature (Tg ) is around
140◦ C. The ﬁbre used as reinforcement was S-type glass ﬁbre
of 600 gsm.
2.2 Specimen fabrication
Plain and SMA short strips reinforced laminates were made
by hand lay-up method and cured at room temperature for
about 24 h. A layer of epoxy araldite resin (LY556) with
hardener (HY951) in the ratio of 10 : 1 was applied on
the mould surface. The stacking sequence consists of four
layers of cross-ply [(0/90)]4 yielding a total thickness of 3
(±0.1) mm. Also, four layers of cross-ply glass ﬁbre mat
were used and SMA short ﬁbres were poured at 3/4th depth
(t) of the laminates with random orientation. Sufﬁcient care
was taken to ensure complete wetting of the ﬁbres for effective bonding and to remove the entrapped air and excess
resin. Due to low cure shrinkage, SMA/GFRP laminates are
stable and free from internal stress. Laminates were properly
cut for dimensions as per the ASTM standard. The weight
content of SMA short ﬁbres was represented by 2, 4, and
6 wt%, respectively. Laminates were properly cut for dimensions as per the ASTM standard (D7192) for impact test
(100 mm × 100 mm). Typical illustration of the test specimen is shown in ﬁgure 1. To evaluate the impact strength
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Figure 1. Illustration of impact specimen dimensions explains the reinforcement
position of SMA short strips.
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Figure 2. Computerized tensile test setup testing SMA wires/
strips.

of the material, three types of specimens were made with
different SMA weight percentages.
2.3 Tensile test setup
Experimental results were obtained using Ti–Ni specimens
subjected to tensile testing with quasi-static strain rate. The
experimental setup of the adopted instrumentation is shown
in ﬁgure 2. It is possible to see load cell, LVDT, specimen
ﬁxtures, stepper motor and the system used for data acquisition and processing. The experiments were carried out in
SMA strips to evaluate its mechanical properties which are
used as additional reinforcement in the GFRP composites.
2.4 Drop weight impact testing
Specimens of plain GFRP composites and with SMA strips
reinforced at 0.75 × thickness (0.75t) of the laminate with 2,
4 and 6 wt% of SMA addition were subjected to drop weight
impact at constant velocity of 2.80 m s−1 for three different temperatures of 303, 333 and 363 K using a CEAST
Fractovis drop impact tower ﬁtted with an anvil of diameter

76 mm, which was clamped on the plates using a pressurized
system (clamping force of 1000 N). The detailed explanation
of the impact testing setup is discussed in our earlier report
[16] and the photograph of the drop weight impact setup is
shown in ﬁgure 3. This clamping on a circular periphery is
to ensure proper positioning of the specimen and to prevent
any lateral movement during impact and the clamping force
of 1000 N over the periphery of 76 mm diameter circle,
will not inﬂict any damage on the structure. A hemispherical indenter with mass of 10 kg and diameter of 12.7 mm
was used as impactor. The specimens were subjected to
low-velocity impact. The response was evaluated in terms
of force–time plot using a piezo-dynamo meter. For this, a
sensitive data acquisition system and a load transducer were
connected to the impactor. The resistance of the composite
to the impact of the falling weight was monitored by suitable
telemetry attached to the falling weight. Graphical plots
were generated using the data collected from the data acquisition system. From the acquired data, parameter like peak
load, deﬂection at peak load and absorbed energy were evaluated. Three different temperature ranges were maintained
for all test samples using a thermal chamber. The damage
area was calculated by lighting technique and the ﬁbre/matrix
damages were analysed through scanning electron
microscope (SEM).
3.

Results and discussion

3.1 Mechanical characterization of SMA
Shape memory alloy (SMA) is a speciﬁc material which
can remember and return to its original shape after considerable deformation. This function of shape memory alloys
results from the thermo-elastic martensitic transformation.
The loading and unloading characterization of shape memory alloy is illustrated in ﬁgure 4a. The dip/stress hold in
the loading path could be attributed to pseudo-elastic effect
of the SMA wire; this wire induces interfacial stress in the
composite; resulting in rapid relaxation during unloading
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Figure 3. Photographs of (a) impact testing machine, (b) striker view and (c) specimen holder.
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Figure 4. (a) Stress–strain curve of shape memory effect and (b) schematic of shape memory effect.

accounting for the hysteresis effect/strain energy absorption.
The schematic micro-mechanism of the SME is shown in
ﬁgure 3b. Ms , Mf , As and Af are indications of the starting
and ﬁnishing temperature of martensitic and austenitic transformation, respectively. The martensite will be produced
when the parent austenite phase is cooled below the Ms .
At this stage, there will be no macro-size change (no volume dilation) because of the coordinately twinned deformation, called self-accommodation. Twinned boundaries will
move and disappear when the martensite undergoes extra
stress at the temperature below Mf , which results in macrodeformation (pseudo-elastic effect). On heating to the As
temperature, the deformed martensite will resume the original shape of the parent through the reverse transformation from the martensite to the parent austenite phase. The
macro-deformation of the matrix due to pseudo-elastic effect
can stress the surrounding matrix and consequently inﬂuenced the strength of the composite. Shape memory effect
describes the process of restoring the original shape of a
plastically-deformed sample by heating it. This is a result of a
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Figure 5.

DSC curve of SMA strip shows phase transformation.

crystalline phase change known as thermo-elastic martensitic
phase transformation. Below the transformation temperature,
nitinol is martensitic. The soft martensitic microstructure is
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characterized by self-accommodating twins, a zigzag like
arrangement. Martensite is easily deformed by de-twinning.
Heating the material converts the material to its high strength,
austenitic condition. The transformation from austenite to
martensite (cooling) and the reverse cycle from martensite to austenite (heating) do not occur at the same temperature. There is a hysteresis curve for every nitinol alloy
that deﬁnes the complete transformation cycle. The shape
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memory effect is repeatable and can typically result in up to
6% strain recovery.
3.2 Phase transformations of SMAs
Shape memory alloys undergo diffusion-less martensitic
transformation on cooling below critical temperature, Ms ,
which is dependent on alloy composition, processing

Figure 6. Impact resistance vs. time chart at (a) 303, (b) 333 and (c) 363 K (asymmetric region of the chart is magniﬁed in d, e
and f, respectively).
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procedures and thermal/mechanical treatment conditions.
Figure 5 shows the differential scanning calorimetric (DSC)
curves demonstrating the hysteresis of the phase transformation in used SMAs. The phase transition of SMAs occurs
when the temperature increases. The beginning (As ) and end
(Af ) temperatures of the austenite transformation are from
about 65–75◦ C. In the cooling process, the martensitic phase

transformation temperature occurs from about 25–5◦ C,
associated with cell distortion (body centred tetragon).
Unlike the case of martensite transformation, austenite transformation is more or less instantaneous within a critical
temperature of around 70◦ C. Thus, a working environment
arround the critical temperature will lead to rapid increase in
damage/energy absorption.

Figure 7. Impact resistance vs. displacement chart at (a) 303, (b) 333 and (c) 363 K (asymmetric region of the chart is magniﬁed in d, e
and f, respectively).
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3.3 Impact analysis

martensite phase, which strengthened the composite and consequently raised the impact resistance. Also, it is observed
that the peak impact resistance drops down with reducing
weight percentage of the SMA strips. The increased duration
of the traverse of the indenter with reducing wt% of SMA, is
attributable to occurrence of deeper elongated ﬂuffed material over the exit of the indenter. Typical time-dependent variation of impact resistance of composite material undergone
drop weight impact at 303 K is shown in ﬁgure 6a and d. As
in the case of 303 K testing temperature, with 333 K also up
to around 0.5 ms, there is no inﬂuence of SMA addition on
impact resistance as shown in ﬁgure 6b and e. Barring the
case, 6 wt% addition of SMA, GFRP composite impacted
at 333 K, exhibits an overall reduction in impact resistance.
However, in the case of the specimens impacted at 363 K as
shown in ﬁgure 6c and f, all the composite specimens exhibit
an overall reduction in impact resistance relative to impact
with reduced temperature.

3.3a Force vs. time history: During the drop weight
impact, the resistance offered by the composite specimen to
penetration (impact resistance) is recorded by the telemetry
attached to the falling weight in the test setup. The recorded
force/impact resistance in Newton (N) and the traverse of
the indenter in millisecond (ms) is illustrated in ﬁgure 6.
It is observed that up to around 0.5 ms, i.e., mid-section
of the composite specimen, the impact resistance is almost
unaffected by the presence of the SMA strips (The thickness of the laminate is 3 mm and the impactor took 1 ms
to travel through the laminate as observed in ﬁgure 7. It
can be understood by comparing the ﬁgures 6 and 7 that
0.5 ms is mid-section of the composite specimen.). Beyond
0.5 ms, the penetration of the indenter below the mid-section
is associated with tensile strength, resulting in delamination
of the composite. It is observed that the composite specimen exhibit a progressive increase in impact resistance up
to certain traverse duration of the indenter followed by a
drop. Tensile strength of the composite specimen is associated with pseudo-elastic deformation/straining of the SMA in

3.3b Force vs. deﬂection (penetration depth): Typical impact force/impact resistance–deﬂection (penetration
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depth) characteristics are shown in ﬁgure 7. It is observed
that up to around 1.5 mm (mid-section of the specimen), all
the composite specimen exhibit fairly constant impact resistance of around 1600 N. Thus, in the compression region,
SMA addition does not contribute much to impact resistance; however, with traverse of the indenter below the neutral axis (i.e., tensile region), SMA tends to inﬂuence the
impact resistance, depending on the weight percentage and
temperature of the impact testing. As observed in ﬁgure 7, up
to 1.5 mm (mid-section of the laminate), the laminate experiences compression load; not much of this contributed to
impact resistance by SMA reinforcement can be seen. While
traversing below neutral axis (mid-section of the laminate),
the SMA strips will experience pseudo-elastic deformation

(loading of martensite phase) and loading of austenite phase
(transformed at high temperature). With testing temperature
of 303 K, the SMA short strips retain martensite phase undergoing pseudo-elastic deformation (mechanical loading). This
results in enhanced resistance to impact loading at higher
weight percentage of SMA (4 and 6%). With increasing
temperature at 333 and 363 K, due to transformation to
austenite phase, a drop in impact resistance can be observed
(i.e., the specimen of 6 wt% SMA-reinforced composite at
test temperature of 303 K, exhibited maximum resistance to
impact loading). Referring to the illustration of penetrationdependent impact resistance, it is observed that up to 3 mm,
the thickness of the test specimen, impact resistance is in the
range of 2000–2800 N at 303 K, around 2000–2400 N at

Figure 9. Typical macrograph of indented zone over peeling-off region with SMA wire reinforced at 0.75t.

Impact resistance of SMA–GFRP composite laminates
333 K and 1800–2100 N at 363 K. Thus, it can be inferred
that the composite specimen exhibits highest impact
resistance with 6 wt% of SMA at 303 K of testing temperature. This is attributable to enhanced resistance to delamination at 303 K compared to other testing temperatures.
3.3c Energy vs. deﬂection (penetration depth): Typical
monitored variation of energy absorbed with indenter traverse (penetration depth) is illustrated in ﬁgure 8. It shows
the signiﬁcance of SMA reinforcement on energy absorption. Addition of 6 wt% SMA to the GFRP composites
enhances the energy absorption at all temperatures of investigation. Also with increase in temperature, a rise in energy
absorption is observed, which is attributed to SMA exhibiting

Figure 10.
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phase transformation from martensite to austenite. The
indenter traverse through the composite specimen unreinforced up to the neutral region, below which the indenter traverse through the composite-reinforced with SMA.
Also, with lowest temperature (303 K), the SMA reinforcement has exhibited pseudo-elastic straining of the
martensite, enhanced the strength of the composite, affecting thereby the impact resistance. With increasing temperature, owing to SMA phase transformed from martensite
to relatively softer austenitic phase, the overall impact
resistance drops down. Referring to the illustration, it is
observed that with all testing temperatures, composite reinforced with 6 wt% of SMA exhibit marginally higher energy
absorption.

Scanning electron micrograph of damaged portion in the peeling-off region with SMA strips placed at 0.75t.
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Table 1. Results of low velocity (2.80 m s−1 ) impact on plain GFRP and SMA-reinforced
GFRP composites.
Sample (position
of SMA wire and
wt%)

Peak
force
(N)

Absorbed
peak energy
(J)

Damage
area (mm2 )

303

Plain GFRP
0.75t, 2%
0.75t, 4%
0.75t, 6%

2722
2860
2871
3245

25.41
22.76
21.57
22.75

639
510
492
485

333

Plain GFRP
0.75t, 2%
0.75t, 4%
0.75t, 6%

2347
2433
2624
3440

25.51
18.17
18.59
22.67

650
604
592
570

363

Plain GFRP
0.75t, 2%
0.75t, 4%
0.75t, 6%

2033
2084
2107
2459

20.25
13.61
18.98
19.72

660
563
548
483

Temperature
(K)

3.4 Damage analysis

Velocity of imapct: 2.80 m s−1

Typical macrograph of the indented zone due to impact
of the composite specimen with SMA strip reinforcement
embedded at 0.75t of the specimen is illustrated in ﬁgure 9.
It is observed that with increasing test temperatures, plain
GFRP exhibit enhanced damage. The GFRP composite with
2 wt% of SMA reinforced, exhibit relatively reduced order
of damage. It is also observed that only at 303 K test temperature, there is a progressive reduction in the damage with
increasing SMA wt%. In the case of 333 K test temperature, it is observed that the damage is mostly invariant with
increasing weight percentage of SMA. With 363 K test temperature, possibly due to transformation to austenitic phase
and consequent reduced peeling-off damage can be observed.
SEM images were taken around the periphery of
intended/impacted zone. Typical micrograph of peeled-off
region of the composite laminate exposed to drop weight impact under different temperatures are presented in ﬁgure 10.
The scanning electron micrographs of peeled-off region with
plain GFRP composite at different temperatures are presented in ﬁgure 10a–c. With increasing temperature of the
impact, the plain GFRP exhibits only a marginal variation
in either impact resistance or impact energy absorption. Due
to possible thermal softening of the matrix, the composite
expose matrix crazing, ﬁbre breakage and delamination over
surface region as shown in ﬁgure 10a–c. GFRP composites
reinforced with 2 wt% of SMA addition, exhibit a different micrograph over the peeled-off region as shown in ﬁgure 10d–f. From these micrographs, it is observed that these
specimens exhibited with lesser damage compared to plain
GFRP micrograph. Mostly, the specimens depict matrix loosing/spalling exposing the section of the ﬁbre reinforcement
(over the surface region). GFRP composites with 4 wt%
of SMA reinforcements (embedded at 0.75 × thickness of
the specimen) with increasing temperature, possible transformation to austenite could have enhanced the bending stiffness or possible rebounding of the impactor partially, at the
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Figure 11.

Plot of damage area vs. SMA content.

entry, causing less damage as reﬂected in SEM images shown
in ﬁgure 10g–i. With increasing wt% of SMA (6 wt%)reinforced GFRP composites exhibit improved impact resistance with reduced surface damage. The micrographs of
peeled-off region are shown in ﬁgure 10j–l with less damaged microstructure. The dynamic response due to drop
weight impact on plain and SMA strip-reinforced GFRP
composites is tabulated in table 1.
3.5 Parameter inﬂuence on damage area
The variation of damage area of composite specimen subjected to drop weight impact as inﬂuenced by SMA strip
reinforcement with various temperatures at constant impact
velocity is illustrated in ﬁgure 11. The data obtained are average values of three experiments which have less than the
standard error limit (<5%). It is observed that with increasing SMA content, a reduction in damage area occurs; also a
mostly reduced damage can be observed at room temperature

Impact resistance of SMA–GFRP composite laminates
(303 K). The impact resistance progressively drops down
with temperature of impact. However, the damage area varies
wider with low and high temperatures compared to medium
temperature. This can be attributed to possible deformation
(plateau) of heterogeneous nature of the structure due to the
presence of SMA in fully martensite/austenite phase.

4.

Conclusion

From this study, the drop weight impact of the composite specimen with and without SMA strips reinforcement
under different temperatures, the following conclusions are
drawn.
1. The drop weight impact is associated with transverse
through the specimen thickness and also with ﬂuffed
off projection at the exit, which varies depending on the
temperature and SMA reinforcements.
2. It is observed that as a whole, with increasing weight
percentage of SMA (6 wt%), the SMA-reinforced
GFRP composites exhibit increased impact resistance.
The impact resistance drops down with rise in impact
temperature could be attributed to reduced tendency to
rebound with increasing temperature.
3. The impact resistance (due to drop weight) has been
measured and found that up to neutral axis all the composites exhibit same impact resistance; signiﬁcance of
SMA addition has been observed only in the tensile
region and exit ﬂufﬁng region.
4. It is observed that increasing addition of SMA content (6 wt%) enhanced the impact resistance of GFRP
composites.
5. The impact resistance of composites dropped down
progressively with increasing test temperatures.
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