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Bonnet macaques have
often been described in

the classical texts of
southern India, and de-
picted in different forms;

this sculpture of a bonnet
‘family’  is from Mahabali-
puram, c. 7th century AD.

Other than the macaques,
the hanuman langur is

also found in close asso-
ciation with human beings.

Hanuman  langur
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Bonnets can usually be
individually recognised by
certain prominent facial or

body features;  this is an
old male with a prominent
hunch.
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Lateral view of (a) bonnet
and (b) rhesus macaques
showing their distinctive

profiles; the former can be
clearly distinguished by its
prominent bonnet.

Macaca radiata

Macaca mulatta
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Top view of the head of a
bonnet macaque showing
the typical pattern of radi-

ating hairs, which gives
the species its common
name.

Macaca radiata
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In their feeding habits,
bonnets are generalists,
feeding on a variety of

plant species; this young
male is gorging on ripe
cashew fruits.A
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nBonnet   individuals spend

significant periods of time
grooming each other,
often huddled together in

social groups.

Bonnets live in closely-knit
social groups, with all in-

dividuals feeding together,
often on the ground.
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Aggression often breaks
out between individuals
during competition for

food and for grooming or
mating partners; different
kinds of gestures and acts

are used, including open-
mouth threats, shown
here.

Bonnets are good prima-
tologists! This adult male

is keenly observing a so-
cial interaction between
several other individuals

of his troop.
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Bonnet infants become

independent by about the
age of one year, although
they continue to associ-

ate with their mothers and
other infants of their age.
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The legendary

involvement of the

monkey army in

battling the forces

of evil in the epic

Ramayana may

insulate the

macaques from

being punished to

a large extent.

One problem that

needs to be

urgently addressed

is that of human–

bonnet monkey

conflict in urban

areas.
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One problem that

needs to be

urgently addressed

is that of human–

bonnet monkey

conflict in urban

areas.
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8;;�
�<B��Further  enquiries and offers of help relating to Project Lifescape may be

directed to

Madhav Gadgil, Centre for Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of Science,

Bangalore 560 012; Email: madhav@ces.iisc.ernet.in.


