Resonance is a monthly journal of science education
published by Indian Academy of Sciences, Bangalore, India

Chief Editor
MK Chandrashekaran

Associate Editors

JH Arakeri, Bangalore DNRao,Bangalore
SMahadevan, Bangalore KL Sebastian, Bangalore

G Nagendrappa, Bangalore PritiShankar, Bangalore
VasantNatarajan, Bangalore B Sury,Bangalore
BimanNath, Bangalore C S Yogananda, Bangalore

DP Patil, Bangalore

Council of Editors

KBAthreya, USA Bikram Phookun, New Delhi
Anand KumarBachhawat, Chandigarh CRPranesachar,Bangalore

V Balakrishnan, Chennai TP Radhakrishnan, Hyderabad
DipankarBhattacharya, Bangalore V Rajaraman, Bangalore
SRGadre, Pune S Ramasubramanian, Bangalore
SRGhorpade, Mumbai KSankaraRao,Bangalore

AP Gore,Pune Shailesh A Shirali, Chickmagalur
Amitabh Joshi, Bangalore Mewa Singh, Mysore

V Lakshminarayanan, Bangalore D M Salunke, New Delhi

G Marimuthu, Madurai L SSashidhara, Hyderabad

N Mukunda, Bangalore JSrinivasan, Bangalore

Utpal Nath, Bangalore Akhilesh KumarTyagi, New Delhi

Editor of Publications N Mukunda, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore

Assistant Editors M RajLakshmi, Sujatha Mohankumar Production G Chandramohan
Editorial Staff G Madhavan, G V Narahari, R Pushpa, M Srimathi
Circulationand Accounts  ShanthiBhasker, B RK lyengar, Peter Jayaraj, B Krishna, Ranjini Mohan,
B Sethumani, C Vedamurthy, C Visweswaraiah

Annual Subscription Rates
Institutions: India: Rs.400; Third world countries: US$50; Other countries: US$100
Concessional rate for Individuals: India: Rs.200/-; Third world countries: US$25; Other countries: US$50.
Price per single copy — Rs.40/-

All correspondence regarding subscription should be addressed to The Circulation Department
ofthe Academy. Email:orders @ias.ernet.in

Editorial Office: Indian Academy of Sciences, C V Raman Avenue, PB No. 8005, Bangalore 560 080, India.
Tel: +91 (80) 23612943 /2361 2546, Fax: +91 (80) 2361 6094, Email: resonanc@ias.ernet.in
Website: http://www.ias.ac.in/resonance; http://www.iisc.ernet.in/academy/resonance

© 2005 by the Indian Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.




Tamarindus indica L. (English: the tamarind tree; Hindi: Imli) of Leguminosae is a medium-to large size
tree with dense and characteristic canopy. Leaves are compound. Flowers are many onlong inflorescence
stalk, white and pink in colour. Fruits are long and constricted between seeds and are fleshy and
indehiscent unlike other legume fruits.

Tamarind tree is largely cultivated for its fruits and also as an ornamental or avenue tree. The sour pulp
of the fruit is eaten and also used for preparations of sauce and chutney. Fruits are digestive, carminative
and laxative and are used in treating diseases caused by deranged bile.

Wood is hard and provides good firewood and charcoal.



