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OBITUARY
SIR J. J. THOMSON (1856 .1940)

IN the demise of Sir Joseph Jonn Thomson,

on the morning of 30th August, the
world has lost a great and distinguished
leader of science, whose pionecring work
blazed itself across the scientific firmament
of the last quarter of the 19th and the first
decade of the present century. Born on
December 18, 1856, his earlier education was
at Cwen’s College, Manchester, and Trinity
College. Cambridge. He was elected to the
Fellowship of the Royal Society in 1884. and
during the same year called to the chair of
Cavendish Professorship. For thirly-five
years he filled this chair with great distine-
tion, and organised the Research laboratories
which soon became the Mecca of physicists
all the world over. He was eclected to the
presidentship of the Royal Society during
1916 to 1920, and was the recepient of almost
all the distinctions which the scientific
world could Dbestow on one of its greatest
devotees.

Sir J. J. Thomson’s remarkable achicve-
ment lay in the realm of the electronic con-
stitution of matter. His classical and ingeni-
ously devised experiments on the discharge of
electricity through gases were crowned with
the brilliant discovery of the corpuscular
nature of the cathode rays, the particles
constituting these rays having a mass iwo

thousandih of that of the hydrozen aromni,
It was this discovery, supported by othien
significant. and almost simublancous ivesti.
gations of Zeeman and Loveats in Holiand
and Lenard in Germany, that hietpeod 1o o
[y cstablish the electronic theory of nnitey,

Besides his numoerows papers in The o
ceedings of the Ropal Societn el the
Philosophical Maguzine, Sie o Jdo s hae eannge
o be called alfectionadely o Inter v,
was the author of a munber of well-lnows:
books, the moaost famaotes of which e ol
conduction of clectricity throuch ciewe e
a series of general fext-boole: on Pl e,
writlen in collaboration with Prof. Dovitimn

Sir J. Jo was the leader of o very
school of Physics. Move than fwendyafive o
his  students  have  been clected (o ihe
Fellowship of the Royal Soviety, and sis of
them for the award of the Nobel e, e
retived from the Cavendish chair conn oor
the Tast World War, and was steeceded by
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Lord Rutherford., Tt wis an anpropeisde
tribute thai was paid to the  aboodme
energy  of S JoJn o when the Late Lot

Rutherford referred to him at o dinger pasts
given 1o celebrate hin ciphticth bivthday, e
“Astar of the fest maanitinde, oo eentead - un
that does not shrink with ace, bt s o
some  unknown sourcee of cgeres
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INTELLIGENCE SERVICE FOR INDUSTRIAIL RESEARCIH

T a conference of chemists, called by the
Indian Munitions Board at Lahore on
the 8th January 1918, it was agreed that
(1) a monthly list of researches in progress
should he circulated 1o all chemists who are
assisting the Board with Research work,
(2) at the foot of the list, a list of problems
awaiting investigation should he published
and (3) chemists undertaking research worlk
for the Board should be requested to inform
the Board of any problems that may occur
to them.

To-day, the Government of India has in-
augurated the Board of Scientific and
Industrial Research which has already taken
the initiative in launching a number of
research schemes of immediate practical
interest.

A periodical (monthly) publication of the
list of researches together with any import-
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ant achicvements made i each of the D
would be helpful in many ditTerent e
The rescareh worker will be enabled to beep

himself informed  of e varios Lipe of
imdustrial work porsued i the conntey el
wastelul duplication could be avorded. e

publication will further he helpinl for i
rerearch worker to pget indo foneh with i
colleagues who may he workipy: in g el 2
allied  line. The  weveral  provinein] g
State governments, the industial TTHES THE R
and the interested public will huve an G-
portunily  of  keeping themsolven  informed
of the progress of industvial vereurei i e
country.

~ We carnestly hope that thee Donnd of
Scientific and Industrinl Research will conn
sider the advisability of publishine the b
of researches and reporting upon their preoe-
gress from time to time.





