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BOYCOTT OF GERMAN SCIENTIFIC MATERIALS

TW(’) remarks  encountered in the very
carly war days of 1914 still remain
clearly in the present writer’'s memory and
unfortunately have lost none of their signi-

fieance with the passing years.

At that time there was a large German

colony in Manchester whose relations with

the rest of the population were duite
friendly. The German Consul was  “hail

fellow well met” with a largd circle of
acquaintance.  The first of the two remarks
above mentioned was his cager assurance to
{he present writer, on one of the few days
hofore England declared war, that “Tt will
he only a short war, Germany just wants

somoe share in the French colonies!”

The sccond observation was made by a
Dutch technologist, discussing the German

mentality with some members of the Man-
chester Chemical Club. He exclaimed: “Zey
haf no zychology.”

Both these characteristics of the present
Nazi regime, their emphasis on the need for
colonies and the absence of psychology, have
a clear bearing on the consideration of the
Report to the Cambridge and Boston Branch
of the American Association of Scientific
Workers which has recently come to hand
from Boston.

In the first place the Report draws atten-
tion to the fact that the ideology of the
Nazis has resulted in the utilisation of science
for purposes of enhancing armaments and
promulgating racial hatred. These purposes.
ére evident from the appointment of military
experts as directors of scientific re‘sea}jche_.s
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and the published diatribes concerning nues to flow, the abstraction of water from

Aryan and non-Aryan science and scientists.
As a result of the Hitler regime there has
been a definite decrease in the quantity and
quality of published scientific research in
Germany. Many of the leaders in scientific
fields have left or have been forced to leave
the country.

In consequence of these facts, which have
been established after careful investigation
by the members of the Cambridge and
Boston Branch of the American Association
of Scientific Workers, the membership of the
Association has voted to investigate the
possibility of a boycott of German scientific
materials as a mieans of expressing effective-
ly its disapproval of the Nazi attitude to-
wards science and scientists.

In this connection the present economic
situation of Germany is first considered in
the Report and it is thought that owing to
the alleged statement by I—Iitler,"‘We must
export or die”, the loss of export trade in
scientific materials might constitute a threat
to which serious attention would be paid.

It is possible, however, that the American
Committee is still under the influence of the
“gold mentality’’ since all the gold in the
world is gravitating to the vaults of the
United States.
there, America, as H. G. Wells remarks, may
be considered to have won the Gold Standard
The Committee may thus be liable

When it is safely interred

game.
to exaggerate the importance of the pre-
sent shortage of gold in Germany. It may

be remembered that certain financial pundits

foretold an early end to the last war

through lack of money to carry it on. Later
it was realized that provided a river conti-

it in one year does not affect the quantity
available during the succeeding years.

Consequently in response to similar warn-
ings Hitler is reported to have exclaimed:
“The money is here. There will always be
money. So long as the German people work,
That their work has re-

sulted in guns rather than butter does not

I am not afraid.”

alter the principle involved.

The question of colonies, nevertheless,
The trouble

is not that supplies of raw material are

does raise currency difficulties.

unavailable, but that they have to be paid
for in the currency of the country control-
ling the colony or dominion concerned.
Hence the need for exports emphasised by
Hitler,
currency.

as a means for obtaining foreign

The importance of an international cur-
rency unit as an element in removing one
outstanding cause of war is thus evident.

While the importance and desirability of
a boycott of German scientific materials may
be unreservedly supported, it would seem
better therefore to stress other aspects than
the merely financial pressuré, which in any
event may not be as effective as orthodox
economists are liable to imagine.

A non-emotional reason for boycott, which
would be at the same time effective propa-
ganda, would be the well-founded belief that
scientific goods produced under the present
conditions in Germany 'must needs be of
inferior quality.

A continued cultivation of a spirit of un-
truth must have its effects in other spheres

than personal or national ethics. If as is
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reported, young Nazi students are reluctant
to submit to the discipline of the mathemati-
cal sciences, it is unlikely that the engineers
and artificers of the next generation can be
depended upon to turn out trustworthy pro-
ducts whether motors or microscopes.
Clearly, the present Nazi Germany is living
on the intellectual capital of an older genera-
tion.” This is confirmed by the reference in
the Report to attempts which have been
made to return a certain number of Jewish

intelligentsia to Germany.

An effective boycott of scientific apparatus
and materials should not be as difficult as
The alleged
superiority of German products is a sug-

it was in the war of 1914-18.
gestion fostered by propaganda. Dyes,
chemicals, porcelain and glassware of first
rate quality have been available in England
since the last war. British microscopes,

balances, and instruments of precision

generally have always held their own.

In the United States the obsession as to
the superiority of German goods has lasted
longer, not having been exorcised under the
stimulus of necessity. There is no doubt that
American manufacturers can iurn out ex-
cellent materials in all spheres as a result
of remarkably widespread technical research
of the order exemplified in the Mellon In-
In the latest of these, just
to hand, reference is made, e.g., to optical

stitute Reports.

glass.

Here in India there is a great field await-
ing development. Beginnings have already
been made with chemical balances at Agra,
and laboratory fine chemicals in the General

and Organic Chemistry Departments at the

Boycott of German Scientific Materials

311

Indian Institute of Science, and in other
academic laboratories. Refractory porcelain
is being successfully manufactured on a large
scale at the Government Porcelain Works at
Bangalore. The construction of electrical
instruments of precision, particularly in the
fleld of wireless, is being developed in the
Department of Electrical Technology at the
Indian Institute of Science. The necessary
training for workmen who will be compe-
tent to construct instruments of precision is
already available on a modest scale under
Dr. Parameshwaran at Trivandrum, and
under Principal Bence Jones of the Maclagan
Engineering College, Lahore, from whom a
bulletin on the subject was advertised some

time ago by the Industrial Research Bureau.

Great expectations may justly be enter-
tained of the results likely to accrue from
the activity of the newly appointed Board
of Scientific and Industrial Research under
the brilliant leadership of Dr. Bhatnagar.

The scientific community of India may
therefore confidently and unreservedly sup-
port their American colleagues in their
resolution to boycott all German scientific
material for which duplicates or suitable
substitutes can be obtained elsewhere, to
give the boycott the widest publicity, and
to endeavour by every means to stimulate
the production of such material in their own

country.

Let it not be said that through lack of
energy and enterprise the industrialists and
scientists of India have left the doors of their
country open to the burglarious entry of
predatory powers.

GILBERT J. FOWLER.



