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ASTRONOIICAL NOTES

Eclipse of the Sun.—An annular cclipze of
‘the Sun will occur on April 17, but no phase
of the phenomenon will be visiblo in India. The
path of the annular celipse begins in the middle
of the Pacific Ocean and passing through
Mexico and the extreme southern pait of the
United States, ends in the Atlantic Ocean.

Planets during April 1940.—Mercury will be
visible as a merning star throughout the month:
on April 12 it will be at ity greatest westerit
elongation (27° 40'). Venus will continue to ho
a coenspicuously bright object in the westorn sky
during the carly pait of the night. It reaches
greatest eclongation east of the Sun (45° 44%)
on April 17, itz stellay magnitude at the timo
being — 4-0. Mars also will be visible high up
in the western sky scon after sunset, but i
gradually becoming fainter, It will be just o
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MAGNETIC NOTES FOR FEBRUARY 194)

HE magnetic activity during the month of
February 1940 was much less than that in
the previous month. There were 9 quiel duys,
19 days of slight disturbance and one of
moderate disturbance during February 1940 as
against 8, 16 and 2 days respectively in February
of last year. There were no days of great or
very great disturbance during the month while
2 days of great disturbance occurred during
the same period of last year.

The day of greatest magnetic activity was the
25th and that of least disturbance the 18th.
The characters of individual days are shown in
the table below:

There were no magnetic storms during the
month of February 1940, while three storms
(two of great intensity and one of modorats
intensity) were recorded during the correspond-
ing period of 1939. The mean character ligure
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BOARD OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCIH

WE wish to tender our hearly felicitations to

the Government of India on their speedy
decision to set up the Board from 1st April 1940,
They have secured the co-oporation of a num-
ber of prominent scientists and industrialists
in the country to serve as its members. The
Board is to be a consultative and advisory bedy;
its functions will be to advise the Government
as to the lines on which industrial research
should be conducted and the channels into
which it should be guided in order to ensure
the co-ordinated development of India’s in-
dustries, particularly those the importance and
possibilities of which, have been prominently
brought into the foreground as a result of war
conditions. The Board will utilise and co-
ordinate the work of the existing organisations
already employed in this field. The Board will
also recommend to the Government what speci-
fic problems should be assigned for investiga-

tion to the stadl divectly vy e Do o
the one hand and to {ho NI N LS T T FETRT ST SRR
research institutions in {he cottndry peteaie
universitios’ nhorntorivg on ibe alher,
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gentlemoen who have
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decepied emly rebip
the Board:~-Dr, J, (', Chhosh, Dy Nosie Ahpo !
Dr. Meghnad Saha, Dy, Seoms Dhiteeeae, e
H. P. Mody, Siv tyod Sulton Aol :
K_astm'bhui Lalbbud, Lady Shri B, My, g,
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_The Cowameree Mol of the Choverigae:,
of India will ho {hn Chadriuan of b Do
and the Chief Controlior of Stores, hedin St
Department, will f st st Viec=Choiroea
The'Govemnmnt have been able (0 seenre the
services of Dr, Bhainagar, Head of the Pur s
U,nlvc_rslty Chemical Taboratories, Direotor
of Scientific and Industrial Researeh.
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