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actions have been observed in these ex-
tracts,l:23+ and it is still unknown whether
what partakes in the reaction is either one or
both of these enzymes.

In addition to these soluble enzymes, how-
ever, it has now been found that tea leaf con-
tains an endo-enzyme which is insoluble in the
usual aqueous solvents for enzymes. Thus,
extraction of the suitably prepared leaf with
water, buffer and glycerine solutions still leaves
behind an active enzyme, which would also
appear to react during fermentation on the
polyphenolic substrate.

The presence of this endo-enzyme can be
demonstrated as follows:—

The leaf is well ground with sand under
acetone and filtered, repeating the operation
several times until all the colouring constituents
are extracted. The residue, which is almost
colourless, is dried in vacuum, thoroughly
extracted with solvent buffer solution and
washed well. The insoluble leaf -tissue thus
obtained gives all the reactions familiar to tea
fermentation with a tea extract or theotannin
isolated according to the method of Shaw.b

To indicate the activity of the insoluble
enzyme the supernatant liguid is drained off,
the residue washed free of colour, and a fresh
tea tannin solution added when again the orange
red colour is produced.

Sufficient evidence is at hand to show that
this enzyme, which is an oxidase in its nature,
is different in characteristics from the soluble

tea enzyme. Apart from the obvious solubili-
ty differences, it would appear to have an
optimum pH between 5-0 and 5-5 and with-
stands concentrations of KCN up to M/50, the
usual oxidase or peroxidase being inactivated
far below this concentration. Further, the
endo-enzyme acts on high concentrations of tea
tannin which, it is shown, would inhibit the
action of soluble enzymes. The reaction mix-
ture itself with tea tannin has a bright orange
red colour identical with the ‘tint’ of the liquor
obtaining when the fermented leaf is infused.

The further nature of this endo-enzyme, the
exact mechanism of its action, and the actual

Sceienee

role it plays in ‘fermentation’, ave being investi-
gated.

H. B. SreEprancaciuaz.
Biochemical Laboratories,
Tea Rescarch Instilute of Ceylon,
December 17, 1938.
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A Note on the Modification of Shellac
with Organic Acids

It has been recognised that shellae is mostly
composed of hydroxy acids in the form of
condensed esters, laclides or Jactones.  From
the constitution of shellac so far understood, it
can be said to contain five hydroxyl groups
and at least onc carboxyl group. The pre-
dominance of a large number of hydroxyl
groups, frece and combined, led 1o the idea of
modifying shellac by eslerification with  sov-
eral organic acids and subscquent reduction of
residual acidily by combining the osters witly
mono or polyhydric alcohols. Such combina-
tions might have specially waler and heat
resistant propertics, an expectation fully cone
firmed by the resulls of actual experimoent.

Shellac was condensed with several organic
acids like malcic, phthalic, suecinie, adipie,
butyric, malic, cte. Later, phosphoric and borie
acids were also included in the list, and useful
products were obtained. The condensations could
be brought about direclly or in the presenee
of solvents and non-solvents of shellae. Tho
aleohols investigated for reducing  the  final
acidity of the condensation products ineclude
glycols, glycerine, butyl alcohol, ete,  The
modifications possess various degrees of hard-
ness, elasticity and adhesion. A typical pre-
paration with maleic acid which (without the

final .condensation with alcohols) has given
promise of an extended use of shellac for spe-

cial varnishes, is described below.



