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(“‘I:IC.\’I‘ asowere Mareoni's contribindions

= B fhe fechnieat side of seience, his

stewdy allegianee to the ideal thal science is
beyond the nations and above the power of
creeds to domimte or to stultify was perhaps
aneven more signifieant gift to eivilization.
We look baek on his serene heauty of spirvit
with a poignant regret that its ke is beeom
iy raver i the world of seienee foday,
To Marconi it was so obvious that know
leddee and wisdom are not the prerogdives
of auy seet, any ereed or any nation (hat
he rarely put his instinetive sanity  into
words, L contrast {o {hose among seient isfs
who insist that the pursuit of seienee js
a Torme of self-expression and {herefore an
end inibsell, Marveoni steadfastly adhered
to the view that all sefentitic work has for
s Tundamental aime (e promotion  of
human welfare and prosperity,  We contri
bute our testimony to the honour of the
great departed seientist.

At the time of his death the Marchese was
only 63 years old, ile passed away peace
fully af 3230w on Tuesday, the 200N
July. Inobim the world of seience has lost

a distingnished  investigator  and

sustained an irveparable foss,

therehy
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Ciugliclmo Murconi was horn on {he 2Hth

of April IS8T ol Bologna, His father was
an  Halinn eountey  gentloman  while  his
mother was an Treish Lady, e was the
younger of fwo sons and o owas privately

edueated af Bologna, FMovenes and Legharn.
While still o stadent he was attracted by
the rescarehios of etz and his ideas were
shaped by thv work ol Righi on the newly
diseovered eleetron prnetioc waves,  Tle wasr
caonvineed  Chat this radintion could be used
for sigmalling over long distanees, and hm life
is o brilliant record of the trinmph of his
faith.  DBeginning as an unhnown inventor,
heo beeame the world renowned  Tather of
wireless,  His perseyerinec against eroat odds

in the beginning of his carcer is a hearteninge
example to the sigeing spivits of any investi

gator, young or old. s fiest experiments
were carricd ontoal his fther’s countrey house
with very simple apparatos. One simple
idea, eiv, thal of elevatine one emd of the
H])llir‘":l[) of a Hertzian enitfer to form an
aerial muised s apparatus immeasorahly over
thoa ul his  predecessors inits r"uil.limy
oW ITe substituted o Dranley  coherer
for the park-gap veeciver of Hertz and hus
fashionec o muel more sensitive detectaor,
s earliest experiments ol 1801 and 1895
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showed the possibility of wireless communi-
cation over the length of a mile and a half.
In 1896 Marconi went over to England @nd
receiving the encouragement of Sir Wﬂhgm
Preece, the Engineer-in-chief to the British
Post Office, he was enabled to demonstrate
his method to the postal authorities on
Salisbury Plain where he succeede@ in send-
ing signals over a length of eight miles. The
first patent for wireless apparatus was taken
out by him on June 2, 1896, and in 1897
“The Wireless Telegraph and Signal (Com-
pany, Ltd.” was formed to develop zmjd
exploit his patents. In 1900, the Company 8
name ‘was changed to “ Marconi’s Wireless
Telegraph Co., Ltd.” and continues by that
name even to-day. Marconi continued his
researches and developed the magnetic
detector in 1902 and the horizontal direc-
tional aerial in 1905. The range over which
communication could be carried out was
slowly but surely being widened when in
1901 Marconi astonished the scientific world
by achieving what was then thought to be
an impossibility.

The theorists of that day thought that
there was a very narrow limit to the range
which could be covered, on account of the
curvature of the earth. They thought that
the waves would travel out to space and be
lost. Marconi never troubled himself about
theirtheories ; he never wavered in his faith.
Nature conspired to reward his perseverance
and on December 12, 1901, Marconi and his
assistants stationed at Newfoundland faintly
but surely heard the signals sent across the
Atlantic fron: the powerful station at Poldhu
in Cornwall. Once this was accomplished,
long distance wireless was securely estab-
lished and has since then grown apace. The
invention of the triode valve in 1913 entirely
changed the scope of wireless. From merc
signalling, it has since developed into broad-
casting of speech and music and the possi-
bilities of television are yet to be explored.
In all this advance the Marconi Company
has taken a leading share. The disaster of
the Titanic in 1912 showed the blessings of
Wireless in no mistakable manner. Tt
would now he idle to expatiate on the ame-
nities it has brought into the lives of people
all over the world.

In 1916 Marconi came forth With another

Marchese Marcon:
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fundamental discovery, in the course of his
attempts to serve the Italian Government
during the War. This was the directional
effect of short waves and their extraovdi-
nary range. It is now a commonplace for
amateurs to correspond with one another
over more than half the globe with only
a power of two or three watts, thanks to
this peculiar property of the short waves.
Marconi had fitted up his yacht Eleitra for
these investigations and during his voyages
first discovered the fact that wireless wayves
carry farther at night than during the day.
He was still engaged in further researches
at the time of his death,

The uses to which wireless has been puf
and can be put during peace and war cannot
be enumerated here. But we must not
forget that Marconi himself was strongly
againgt the use of seientific inventions for
destructive purposes. Although he placed
his vast resources and experience at the
disposal of the Italian Government during
the Abyssinian War, we would still cherish
his sentiment that the utilization of scientific
geniug for the barbarous and horrible pur-
poses of war might ultimately result in the
destruction of all that is worth while in our
inheritance from the past.

Plenty were the honours Marconi received,
He was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1004,
the Albert Medal of the Royal Seeiety o
Arts, and the Iranklin and John Irity
Medals. He was nominated a Member of
the Italian Senate and became a Marchoege,
ITe represented his country at the Peace
Conference in 1919 and later at the Cons
migsion on Mandates. The honours shower-
ed on him by learned societies are {on
numerous to mention. In 1905, he married
the ITon. Beatrice O'Brien and had one son
and two daughters by her. In 1924 {his
marriage was dissolved, and in 1927 he
married the Countess Bezzi-Scali by whom
he had a daughter.

As long as his inventions continne to
bring solace to troubled humanity, so long
will his name be blessed.  And if the per-
verse genius of man utilizes the fruits of his
labours for destructive purposes, may we
not expeet that his spirit will send out an
unmistakable reproof ?




