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specics in future years. Iere again, the
results obtained are cotuparable to those
aiready known in the case of Herring
Fisheries of the Norwegian waters. By far
the most creditable piece of rescarch accom-
plished is to trace the life-history of the
most valuable anadromous fish of India,
the well-known Hilse of Bengal and the
Pualla of Sind. These researches will o
doubt enable in years to come the propaga-
tion of the species artifieially as is being
done in the casc of the American Shad.

Through techunological = rescarch consider-
able advances have been made in the
methods of fish-curing and preservation ;
in increasing the manurial value of sea-
weed compositions and in devising means of
wood preservation.

Other research items include plankton
investigation, fish-marking experiments,
hydrographical investigations, pearl fisheries,
research on Gouwrami, Catla, Chanos, and
Etroplus, ete., etc.

Attention is also directed in the Report
to such activities as the supply of Biological
Specimens, Anti-Malaria Work, Socio-Icono-
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mic Work, Propaganda, Fishery Legislation
and Publications of the Department. Amone
publications are mentioned Fish Statistics,
Fishing Methods on the Malabar Coast
Buolletin  on Pearl TFisheries, Bulletin 01{
Marketable Fish, Trawlers’ Report and a
report un the brackish water perch Therapon
jarbua.

In Part IT of the Report reference is made
to the sound financial stability of the Depart-
ment which showed a surplus of one lakh of
rupees of income over expenditure. In the
final part, the Director deals with the Stafl
and equipment of the Departisent.

On the whole, the Report, as in the pre-
vious years, marks a distinet advance in
the development of fisheries in the Presi-
dency of Madras and for this achievement
great credit is due to Dr. B. Sundara Raj,
the Head of the Department. The working
of the Department under great limimt.imrs
and seyvere handicaps has demonstrated all
the same that fisheries can pay well in this
country provided they are properly organ-
ised and have a scientific stall to direet and
guide the working of the fisheries.

Indian Fisheries.

’I‘]}IE developement of the fishery resources

of India is of the greatest importance
for the improvement of the health of its
teeming millions. In our recent article on
¢ Indian Tisheries and Japanese Enterprise’
(May 1937, 5, B873-77) attention was
directed to the present unhappy state of
affairs and suggestions were made for ity
improvement. Our readers will be glad to
note that Natwre in its issue of August
14, 1937, made favourable comments on our
editorial and added further details to indica-
cate the gravity of the situation,. Our Cal-
cutta contemporary Science and Cullure also
published an article from Lt.-Col. R. B. S.
Sewell, F.R.8., on “Sea-Fisheries in Indian

Waters 7’ in its issue of October 1937. Tind-
ing a certain amount of awakening of public
interest in this matter, we requested Rui
Bahadur Dr. 8. L. Tlora to obtain for us the
views of persons who have had first-hand
knowledge of Indian fishery conditions amd
we arc glad to publish elsewhere in this issue
an article from the pen of Dr. AL W, Tlerre,
formerly chief of the Bureau of Righeries,
Manilla, DPhilippines. We hope to  publish
further articles as they become available and
later to summarise the views of experts lor
the benefit of the general public. We take
this opportunity to extend to Dr. Ilora our
sincerest thanks for his valuable co-operation.



