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Bombay Fisheries Department.

OUR readers are no doubt familiar with
the establishment of o small Fisheries
Departiment at Bombay about: 1 years ago
with the original intention of inereasing
the supply of fish in the city of Bombay,
We have had oppoertunities to review the
activities of this enterprise and (o express
o salisfaction on ity working under the
charge of Dr. 8. B. Setna. A short account
of ity activitieg during 1935-36 is confained
in the “ Amual Report of the Department
of Industries, Bombay Presidency, {935-36."

The Department has amply fulfilled its
original purpose by popularising the use
of launches Lor the vapid Gransport ol fish
and for storage of catehes in dec; Lheir
heneflits are now heing vealiced fully by the
fishermien themselves,  Tn consequence, the
quantiby of fish bronght into Bombay has
inereasecl condiderably sincee the establish-
ment of the Department, and the (ishermen,
oven ab  distant places, have  Dbenefited
preatly [ronl ibs activities. Unforfunately,
there 18 a lack of suitable landing sites for

fish and this has enlailed & great hardship
for the commereial inferests.

Suitable apprentices from among fisher
men are being trained by the Depariment
to man the launches, and  experiments
with new types of fishing nets are being
conducted to improve the yield.  Definite
steps have been laken by the Depavtment
for the development ol Inland  Figheries
and  the seheme ineludes the propagation
of " Gourami 7y, o suevey  of the varions
sheets of water in the Presideney, fatfoing
of fish in wells and tanks and Gsh eultuge
on a lavge seale.

The Pisheries Offieer wag also egaged
during the period  under  review in {he
forniation of Co-operative Socictics for the
benelit of fishermen,  The Tisheries Infor-
malion Burea, working under the lspives
of this Department, attended to a lang
numher of inquiries dealing with the vayia.
aspects of the fish-trade.  The Burean i
colleeted  stotistics and other data hegrin:
on the fish trade in the Presidency,
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TI;IE arrangements  in conncetion  with

the Lortheoming Joint Meeting of the
Indian  Science Congress and the DBritish
Agsoeiation are now assaming linal shape,
A bour through Central India and Novthern
India before the session  (from 16th-29th
December) and a tour through Soubhern India
alter the session (Jannary 11th-13th) have
been arranged for the delegates. In addition,
shorter excursions (o places of scientifie
interest in Bengal and Bihar are being
arranged during the period Deecmber 296h
to January 2nd.

The Session in Caleubty is likely to be of
oreat intevest, for many of the foreign
delegates ave reading papers and taking
part in the disenssions, while members of
the delegation are also being invited o give
the four or five popular evening lectures.
The following leetures have already been
arranged :—sSir Arthur Tddington on *“ The
Milky Way and Beyond ”; Prof. T. A, E.
Crew on “'The Biology of Death” and
Prof. II. J. Fleure on ** Stages in tho Growth
of Civilization .

Qf the papers that are being contributed
to the Scetional meebings, the following
may be mentioned as of special inferest :—
In the Mathematics and Physies Section

“Tsolopic weighty by the doublet methad,
by Dr. 1 W, Aston; “ Theory of seattoiy,
of protony by protons,” by Sir At
Bddington; “ Recent eclipse vesulls, 2
the  complex  spectra  of  nove,)” &
Prof, 10, J, M. Stratton and “ The appl:
tion of clectron waves to the study of w
faces,” by Prof. G. T, Thomson. Int
Chemistry Seclion: ** Resonance and m
cular  strueture,” by Prof. Lennandi-
and  “ Photosynthesis of carhohydnt i
vitro,” Dby Prof. 18, Co C. Baly., In
Geography and (eodesy Section : * Geogrihi
and Lhe scientific movenent,” by Prof 111
Plenre and “The great divide,” by I
C. B Traweebl.  Inthe Botany Seclion: "
nature of the subterrancan algal soi flu
by Prof. ¥. 13, Tritseh; “The biokg :
erogsing-aver,” by Dr, C. 1. Darlington
“Phe shructure of the ehromosone ™ by '
Tuggles Gates, In the Zoology Section: T
Zoogeography of the freghwader fishes of Sut
and Bast Asia,” by Prol. Tn. T, de Beuls!
In the Anthropology Seetion @ *The st
modern  anthropology,” by Bawn i
Eickstedt; “The funetions of phyi~
anthropology,” by Prof. R. A, Fisher &
“The anthropology of the Todas,” by L
. Cipriani,



