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New Universities in India.

THE multiplication of universities in a
country is not necessarily a sign of the
advancement of higher culture but to put
it at the lowest it is proof of increased
educational effort. Tor about a decade now,
no new university has come into existence
in India and the total number of eighteen
has even been reduced by one, owing to
separation of Burma. The recent inaugu-
ration of political reforms in the country
with establishment of provincial autonomy
as one of its main plans and the public
discontent with the present system of educa-
tion would, however, seem to be responsible
for the growing aspiration visible in many
parts for the creation of new universities.
They will obviously be welcomed, specially,
if they strike out new lines of development
and avoid some dangers which will be
pointed out at the end of this article.

One does not associate the North-West
Frontier Province with cultural activities of
any kind and it generally figures before the
public eye, only in conncetlon with problems
of military defence, Buf a university is in

prospect in the city of Peshawar in accord-
ance with the fee]m@s repeatedly expressed
by the people of the Provinee and accentu-
ated by the constitutional difficulties which
have arisen in connection with the operation
of the Punjab University in areas outside
the jurisdiction of the Province. A Congress
Ministry has just come into power and
though it is doubtful if it will concern itself
with this problem, before tackling the more
urgent question of spreading literacy, it
cannot be delayed very long. It cannot he
said that the Islamia College, Peshawar, is
already large enough for being transformed
into a umversﬂcv zmd there is also the prob-
lem to be solved regarding the other college
in the city m,untamed under missionary
auspices, The Edwardes College, Peshawar,
but the former difficulty has also an advant-
age in its favour, while the establishment of
a Peshawar University and not an Islamia
University will solve the latter. This will
only be in accordance with the repeated
declarations of Government and other author-
ities. Those who know the present condi-
tions of the finances of the Province are of
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opinion that the cxbablishment of & nniver-
sity is not possihle without a Turther increase
of the subvention from the Central Govern-
jent. T ois not for us to say whether Lhis
woukl he possible at the present ov evewn in
the immediake foture. Bul there is no doubf
1hat tlie establishment of o university at the
very onbrance of the Khyher Pass will go w
long way to eivilize the tribes of the Frontier,
some  of whont have already eome within
the enltml inlluence of the Islamia College.,

When the movement started in the United
Provinees, soon after the publication of the
Salentta (Tnirersily Commission’s Beporty, (o
estahlish unitary and residential universities,
in preference to those of the afliliating type,
somoeihing hatd Lo be done with the numerous
colleges allitinted Lo the old Universiby of
Allnhabad., his Ted to the establishment of
the Universily of Agra whieh ook wnder
its wings not only tho numerous colleges of
the (Inited Provincees bulb also those scatter-
e wl over Dajputana, Central India and
(ewadior. A member of {he Senate of the
Agra, University has alveady given nolice
that the University  should have nothing
to do with the colleges ontside the Unifed
Pravinces and a separate  universify  for
fhajputana will, thevefore, soon lhave to be
talcen inlo consiclerntion.  Mhiy will only be
the faliitment of a long-sbanding demand on
the part of the people of Rajputana, for
a xepurale university of their own, Lo develop
(hoeir culture and to cater to their peculiar
toe] needd. In faet, there were schemey
adumbrated on former oceasions and given
up for some veason or anotber, bub theve will
now bhe more than ong compelling reason
for w resumplion of the idea,

Assin and Orvissn bave heen demanding
universitios of their own for some {time, the
cecent constitntion of the latier into a sepa-
rate provinee making its request more and
more  vaeiforous. A digtinguished special
altlecr, Mr, J. B. Canningham, who has had
[he advantage of having been ity Dircetor
of Public Instruction for years, hag actually
propated g scheme for the establishment of
i tniversity for Assam in aecordance with
a0 resolubtion of the Legislative Council and
il v nol improbablo that action will be
taken upon it at an carly date in gpite of
(he notoriously poor finances of the I'ro-
vinee.,  Apart from  considerations of the
spoecind cultural needs ol the Provinee, Assam
deserves Lo hinve 4 separate nniversity of ity
own even nerely Dbecause the University of
Codeutba to which tho colleges of Assam are
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now affiliated is an unwicldy machine whielt
hag enough work to do in the huge Provinee
of Bengal, cven minus Dacca, which has a
unitary and residential university of its owi.

If there is any justifieation for h:win'.f
provinces for separate linguistic arcag, Lhrere
is even greatier justilicalion lor giving them
separate universities, Distributed over fouy
provinees, Bengal, Bihar, Central Provinees
and Madras the Oriyas had been dv]u‘ivvuf
for a long time, not only of the adyantgees
0f l}qnnogcn cous lives, but also of dnwlupfg,}.
their 0mmon languages and cullure, lm?
now that this has been veetified and Lhere js
2 separate provinee of Ovissa, a new univer-
gity is inevitable. A Comumitbee hay alpeady
examined the gunestion and however diilient
it may be to get the Government of Indi
to inercase its subvention to the Dravinee
the Minister and the publie will soon huve h;
find money for transforming the Teavenshigw
College of Cuttack into a university fir
Orissa. The Oriva language hag nob Yeen uhl-
to keep pace with the literacy renaissae.
that has been evident all over Todia, bt it i
hoped the establishment of a universiiy wit
give adequate opportunities to the pvuinh» o
the Province for this landalle purpose. '

Among the problems with whiceh Che newl.
formed Provinee of Sind is faced i 1hat o
a universiby of ibs own. An  huporety
Committee hay alvcady considered the g :
tion and recommended the appointment
a &pecial offtcer to work up tho defsils
the guestion and there i3 no doubt v
Government is trying to find out ways -
nieans to meet this dovelopment, 1t i -
merely that the Sindhis have o Inngn
their  own  sbill  aweiting  developn. -
Geographical conditions make it vather ¢
culb for the Province to participale, in o
intiate manner, in the activitics of 1
University of Bombay which s sibware: .
a considerable distance, The people ol 5
have also had o gricvance, with whal juv°
cabion it is not for us fo judge, fhal mr
loaves and lishes of universiby pafeen::
the Deceani and the Gujerati have T
disproportionate share leaving the Sindh -
cold. It may not alse be improbuble &
the cstablishment of a universily in Siwl-
ag it iy likely to he ab Karachi—will et
special attention being paid to solw
subjecls in India like Marine Bioluzy 1
Naval Iinginecring.

The University ol Bombay has sufflued ?
the past, as anybody with a knowledg:
its working knows, by the vivalries of O
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Mahratti and Gujarati commumitios whick
are hoth coneerncd wilh the working of the
institation. It is eminently cesirable that
this jealonsy and bad feeling should be put
an end Lo, as carly as possible by the estab-
lishment of two separate universilics at
Poonas and at Ahinedabad for  the two
linguistic areas. Poona iy one of the most
populons educatiounl eentres in Indin wilh
three colleges of immense size, due move ov
less enfirely to indigenous enterprise and is
an admirable centre for o unitary university.
Its salubrious climate and the keen intellec-
tnal powers of the Deceani Brahmin whose
stronghold it has been for cenburies are
other attractions. We hope that wlen the
university is established, (he glorfes of the
Poona of the Peshwas will be revived onee
nore, and the countrymen of Tilak and
Gokhale will add new Tustre to theiv distin-
guisheil record of scholarship and serviee
and thirst for educational expansion,

Ahmedabad cannot be said fo be as ripe
as Poonn for g separate universibty of ifs
own, but it is becoming an increasingly
iuportant cducational eentre, as may  be
seent from the fact that two new degree
colleges have Dheen opencel within the last
bwo or theee years, due again to the philan-
thropy ol ils merchant-princes.  Gujavati,
with Bengali, may be said to be among the
most active Indian languages of to-day,
flowering  forth futo a new and vigorous
life, and the people have deserved o univer-
siby of thelv own., Within the next few
vears Sabarmati will have a new associntion
added to its pame, with s university neaving
ity stately towers on its banks, wilh (he
generosity of the enlightened millionuives of
Abmedabad.  Belore we conclude this see-
tion, we have ouly to add that the Scnate
of the Bombay University as well as the
Bombay Legislative Assembly, have vecently
blessed this scheme of starting new wniver-
sities for the separate linguistic arveag.

After the establishment of universities in
the two premier states of Tndia, Hyderabad
and Mysore, Baroda must have followed
suib in the natural order of things, especially
as schemes for & separate university for the

* State have been in existence for several years
and detailed proposals are available, but
Travancore has stolen o mavch over her and
the next academic year will see a new uni-
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versity amidst the palie-giet Jagoons of
Malabar, at Trivandrum, the Capital ol the
State, almost at the very remanbic ¢dge of
the whole country, Cape Casuorin, 1 Judged
by advancement in the percentage ol literacy
and the nuwnber of colloges in the State, the
establishment of a sepavate universily can-
nol be delayed any longer. In fael, it is
surprising, the nniversiby should nob lwve
waterislized long ago, 16 should wlse he
matter for gratilieation that if is nol pro-
posel to male the universily o replica of
the existing universities in Indin, but it will
strike out new lines of its own,*

Wo need not ghirk the Tact Lhat there is
some discontent in the Keraln country thaf
the scheme is not for a pan-Ierale wniversily
which may be o mabler of special intervest
and pride to the enfive Malabar counlry,
But it may be pointed out i6 is nol an casy
task fo establish A eommon oniversity foy
an  area  adwinisiered by Eheee diffprent
pelitieal authorities, tle Britisle Govermment,
Travancore and Coehit, There {8 no veuson
why the speeial cullnre ol Kerala should noi;
be eomsidered safe in the hands of o Travan-
core University.  Again tho estaliishment of
& university by Travancore does not noees-
sarily negative the progpech of a pan-Ieraly,
woiversiGy when il may he fond possible,

It is perhaps, nok muell nse prophesying
in matters of thiy kind, buk i& may he sail
Ghat withiv the next five or ten yeurs {liero
will be more than half o dozen universitioy
established at various cenbres in hudia in
British fervitory as well as b1 the slales,
Buf the cstablishiaent of new universitios
will wot he of nueh wse unless some warningy
are kopt in mind, They sheuald nob be mere
imitations of the cexisting  universities n
India, but should sater 10 new needs which
lave boen pressing $lremselves an Lho pablie
attention.  Thelr orvgunization should Do
such as fo prevent moemberys of Ghe siadf
from wastine muel of their Hme on bhe
Tontine debails of aniversiby administonbion,
It must also be vecognized from the very
beginning that the Manetion of o nniversily
iy not to examine students ot also to on-
farge the bounds of human kuowledge,

P. SHsnanRr,

¥ Since the article was in type, II, if, The Maharaja of
Travorcore has issued o Proclamation [nangarating the
Univeisity of T'ravancove,



