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The Future of Marriage in Western Civi-
lisation. By Edward Westermarck. (Mac-
millan & Co., London.) 1936. Pp. xiv +4-
281. Price 12s. 6d. net.

This work is a dispassionate and scholarly
presentation of a subject, whose inherent
interest holds a strong appeal not only to the
social anthropologist but also to the general
reader. The investigations of the author
have led him to conclude that the family
instinet is far too deep rooted in human
nature to he eradicated, whatever vicissitudes
might overtake the economic life of man,
and therefore marriage as a social institution
18 bound to survive as a permanent feature
of sex relationship. At the same time he has
pointed out that divorce will become com-
paratively easier and that even sexual acts
outside the conjugal limits would likely lose
the moral censure and penal legislation, under
which they are now laid. The author
maintains that his conclusions are not bhased
on the general tendencies of to-day, but that
they have been reached from the assumed
continuance of those feelings which trace the
origin of marriage and family life, and the
ingrained taste for variety in sex experience.
It is true.that when conjugal and parental
sentiments should disappear as the result of
reaction due to the increase of knowledge and
stern economic necessities, then marriage and
the family system also must vanish. The
assumptions of the author possess a consider-
able degree of certainty so far as the near
future is considered, and to that extent the
main thesis of the book is indigputable.

The first chapter is devoted to examining
the theories regarding the meaning and
origin of marriage, and generally they account
for the lasting association of the sexes on
the agsumption that in animals, more
especially among the anthropoid apes, there
is an uninterrupted sexual capacity. It is
also pointed out that the marital and
parental instincts seem to be necessary for
the existence of certain species, and conse-
quently the male and female of such species
keep together after the breeding season, thus
providing the necessary basis of marriage,
which according to Westermarck’s original
definition is ‘“a more or less durable con-
nection between male and female, lasting
beyond the miere act of propagation till
after the birth of the offspring.” Stripped

of the accretions imposed upon it by the
church and society, marridge is fundament-
ally the lending of a woman’s body for the
use of man who for the pleasure of it, sup-
ports her; it differs from prostitution in the

fact that in the latter the leasing of
the body is periodical and more than
one man is involved. Marriage takes

its origin not primarily from the sexual
congress, but from the habit of man
and animals leading a gregarious life for
the purpose of protection, and breeding is
subordinate to the more dominant concern
of the safety of the group. A communal
life with primitive instinets of protection
implies the existence of promiscuous sex
relationship, and the evolution of the family
idea follows the shifting of man’s allegiance
from the community to the individual. The
stabilisation of the family is based on the
gradual discovery by man that it is capable
of functioning as an efficient and self-con-
tained economic unit, organised for self-
protection, and the idea that exogamy
materially increases the economic and defen-
sive power of the family is perhaps the
foundation of the cruder forms of social
organisation. Where, however, animals are
superiorly endowed, they have remained
solitary, and their sexual association is
fugitive, the female undertaking the protec-
tion and education of the offspring till the
latter are sent into the world. Primitive
man being defenceless, he must have banded
himself into groups for protection from
wild beasts and must have found common
shelter against the inclemencies of weather, a
mode of herd life best fitted for survival ; and
loyalty to the community being most advan-
tageous in primitive life, is reflected in modern
civilisation as social and racial instinets.
Whether promiscuity of sex relationship
preceded or not the regulation of individual
sex relationship in the human race, is not
to be judged by the ethnic evidence based
on researches of the surviving savage groups,
but we should go back to their predecessors,
for the existing savage tribes have been
undergoing a process of development, though
within a limited sphere, and as the result of
this influence many of their customs ang
habits must have undergene a corresponding
evolutionary change. No social anthro.
pologist can maintain, that the existing
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primitive groups have retained unaltered
the picture of life as lived by their ancestors,
however static such groups might appear to
the more rapidly changing modern world.
Professor Westermarck might perhaps agree
with the views of Iwan Bloch and Briffault,
if he should extend his researches into the
condition of human existence immediately
preceding the tribal organisations, before
their bundle of customs, laws, superstitions
and taboos came into existence.

The second chapter deals with the three
essentials of normal marriage, viz., sexual
impulse, the relation between husband and
wife apart from it, and procreation, which
are all sources of much happiness. The
chapter also includes 2 discussion on birth
control and love on each of which opinion
is bound to differ.

The subsequent chapters treat of subjects
such as the causes of matrimonial unhappi-
ness,—sexual maladjustment, adultery and
jealousy, and they contain a wealth of
information, which, while necessary for a
comprehensive knowledge of these social
problems, shows that no two anthropo-
logists hold the same opinion. These topics
cannot be treated on the rigid basis of the
exact sciences and the conclusions cannot be
expressed with any degree of mathematical
precision and accuracy. The vreason is
obvious. The causes and factors which are
investigated by the social anthropologists are
too many and too diversified, besides being
obscure, to be comprehended as the simple
elements of a single physical or chemical
phenomenon. and the nature of the subject
therefore lends itself more for metaphysical
speculation than experimental verification.
Where questions of interpretation arise,
there is always ample room for divergence
of doctrines, and we shall briefly examine
some of them. In Chapter XTI there is a
clever discussion of sexual behaviour and
morality, and dealing with abnormal beha-
viour, Westermarck points out that “gene-
rally speaking there is a remarkable lack
of inclination for sexual intercourse between
persons who have been living closely together
from the childhood of one or both of them.
This has been recognised by various writers
as a psychological Tact proved by common
experience, and is attested by ‘statements
from different parts of the world. Even
among the lower animals there are indica-
tions that the pairing instinet fails to be
stimulated by companions and seeks stran-
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gers for its gratification. This indifference
is very generally combined with sexual
aversion  when the act is thought of,—
aversions that are generally felt . lead
readily to moral disapproval and prohibitory
customs and laws.” This is the theory of
incest. Westermarck, however, recogunises
that in ancient times kings and ruling
chiefs permitted their children to marry
each other with the aim of maintaining the
purity of the royal blood. Historians and
anthropologists inform us that during the
early stages of the evolution of societies, ties
of kinghip which modern man treats with
respect offered no impediment to sexual
unions without any thought of the purity
of the blood. It seems to wus that the
horrors of incest have been engraved on the
human conscience with great difficulty and
by a long process of education. Wester-
marck’s observations on the lower animals
may not be correct in their entirety, for in
the gregarious animals hrotherhood and
sisterhood, which are distinctly human con-
cepts, do not impose obstacles in the way of
sexual attraction, and if the male and female
members try to secure mates from the neigh-
bouring herds, it is more with the object of
adding more members to their community.
If there were aversion, then the size of the
herd would not grow. In the case of solitary
animals, in which brothers and sisters
are separated in an early period of life, it
would be difficult to maintain that there is
in them inherent aversion so as to prevent
incestuous intercourse. Besides, is it a fact
that there is a lack of inclination for sexual
intercourse between persons who have been
living close together from the childhood of
one or hoth ? We are disposed to think that
this lack of inclination manifests at a maturer
age, after the individuals have been educa-
ted at home, school, the church and society
about the sacred character of kinship, the
filial and parental duties, obligations and
relationship, and during all this p‘[OhlbltOly
period of education the sexual ardour
between brothers and sisters is systematically
and absolutely starved. The effect of such
starvation and the influence of social opinion
must produce indifference which is strength-
ened by the desire of gaining and malntamlng
the good opinion of the society to which the
individual is introduced as a member. Is
there an inherent aversion between sisters
and brothers or is the close companionship
a sufficient cause for producing it? It is






