870 CURRENT

Opacity as a General Measure of
Coagulation.

IN the course of 2 work to be published
shortly in the Indian Chemical Journal, it
has been observed that the opacity of manga-
nese dioxide sol increased ‘zonally,’ that is,
with marked discontinuities, during coagula-
tion, and that this feature became more
pronounced the slower the coagulation. The
curves in Fig. 1 represent but three typical
cases observed during subsequent work on the
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kinetics of the same so0l, but using a higher
colloid content and with solutions of merecu-
rous sulphate as coagulants. These results
not only confirm the ‘zonal’ change of
opacity during coagulation, but show, con-
trary to expectation from the current theories
and general experience, that the opacity
has decreased during the change. As is
usual in these kinetic studies, measurement
of the opacity during coagulation was
discontinued, as soon as the coagulating
system became heterogeneous by floccula-
tion, that is, produced discrete particles of
the coagulum sensibly subject to local
variations. Curves a¢ and b refer to experi-
ments made with the white light from a
glowing filament; these show that the
opacity diminishes with coagulation. Partly
different results were noticed when a narrow
band, almost monochromatic near Ha, was
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employed. Curve ¢ is one of the results.
It shows that there is an initia] diminution of
opacity followed by a rise, and that hoth
the stages of the change are marked by the
“zonal effect’. Tt has been almost g tacit
assumption with colloid chemists that coagu-
lation entails an increase of opacity ; the
adoption of the last quantity as a meagure
of the degree of coagulation hag had a wide
and long usage in the field of coagulation
kinetics. It is of congiderable interest,
therefore, to observe, it would appear for
the first time in this line, not only a limitation
of the general validity of the above assumyp-
tion, but of the possibly general disconti-
nuous character of the change, independent
of whether opacity and coagulation vary in
the same sense or otherwise, as was also
noticed previously in respect of changes of
viscosity and refractive index, during coagu-
lation.! S. 8. Josgr.
A. PURUSHOTHAN,
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Fractionation of Starch.

A SURVEY of the literature on amylolysis in
relation to the structure of stareh reveals
the existence of two contradictory views
supporting either the homo- or hetero-
molecular nature of starch. A study of the
mutarotation phenomens accompanying the
hydrolysis of starch with different amy-
lases led Kuhn® to the view that the starch
molecule consisted of both a- and B-glyco-
sidic linkages which were specifically
attacked by a- and B-amylases: the sense
of the mutarotation was independent of the
substrate but was characteristic of the
enzyme. van Klinkenberg? from his work
on the action of integrally pure B-amylase on
starch, which hydrolysed a definite fraction
(64 per cent.) of the starch substance,
advanced the view that the liberation of
the «- and B-maltose was not due to the
alternative types of hydrolysis of a single
substrate, but rather, to the specific hydro-
lysis of different components of starch which
he designated a- and B-starches. A eritical
examination of the question by Hanes® has
revealed that, while the main conclusions
of van Klinkenberg can be confirmed, no



