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nature suggested by its unhappy name,

Fupelmus  tachardice, Clausen”™ remarked,
in ignorance of my positive findings in

support of his views, “In Ceylon (Anastatus)
. tachardice, ITow. is reported as parvasitic
upon the lac insect, L. elbizzie, but in view of
our knowledge of the habits of the genus the
record must at present be considered ques-
tionable.” Glover does not know this objee-
tion nor has heever cited any of my publica-
tions. " Since my f(indings fall in harmony
witli the views of others, including Tinms and
Chatterjec and Clausen, the burden of proof
rather than the comfort of reassertion lies
on the side which claims to have done some-
thing first of its kind in India and even
outside it.

Glover and Negi mention Marietta javen-
ensis as synonymous with Microterys Hawte-
fuillt and further indicate doubts as to who
named the insect. I had myself reared the
former insect which I considered of such a
minor importance that [ never felt called
upon to mention it yet. TLater on some of
my specimens were sent to America where
they are found in the National Museum
bearing Lot No. 1783, dated 16 Tebruary
1929. Some four years ago I created a new
generic name and the inseet is to be called
Lakshaphagus Haatefwilli.® T am here reminded
of what the late Prof. Tefroy' wrote,
“Indian lac experts seem to be asleep and not
to know anvthing of . ..” the literatnre on
lac, a fact which is most easily demonstrated
in the writings of Glover and Negi. Glover
and Negi refuse to admit plurality of lac
species but if they rear parasites from
Chamberlin’s L. rangooniensis which iy a
later name for my L. chinensis, they would
obtain the specific chaleid parasite, Laksha-
phagus Houtefuilli and may save themselves
the unhappiness of confusing two parasites
for one.

With  regard to the monophagy of
FEublemma amabilis they seem to imply it has
been known for some time. If so they
would cite a concrete reference, rather than
make a vague mention. I hope to reply to
their other disparaging remarks, after read-
ing the statement, if any.

S. MAHDIHASSAN.
Abid Manzil,
Hyderabad (Deccan),
April 23, 1935.
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Pongaania glabra Leaf Gall Former.

MAssEE in his paper A new species of gal
mite from South India™" deseribed the mite
Eriophyes Cheriani, on vy authority, as th
cause of the ealls found on the leaves o
Pongamia glabra Vent.  Mani, in his publi
ation  entitled  “The rvole of the mil
Eriophyes Cheriani Mags, in Lhe Cephalonio)
galls of Pongamia glabra Vent.”™ staled tha
the mite is “not the true gall maker bt onl:
a secondary organism o which  temporaril
inhabity the galls™ and “that there is abso
lutely no doubt as to the gall maker whiel
is a Cecidomyid.” In his second publiea
tion A note on the polypoid (Cephalonion

galls  of  Pongamic  glabra Vent,”*  Man
resiled from his previous statement an

stated that “though found in the gall th
mite is not primarily  responsible for it
formation.  The gall is originally Tormed Iy
a minute undeseribed Ttonidid {ly and onl
certain minor changes in the gall are pro
duced by the mite.”  In his thivd publie
tion " Dispersal of gall mites by anll nyidges,”
Mani stated that = the midees and the mite
develop in the same gall for which both o
them appear (o be responsible.™  In hi
latest publication “Studies on Indian Honi
didee 7" Mani reiterated that both fthe mit
and the midge are responsible for gull forma
tion and further stafed that “neither o
them alone produce sueir onlls.”™
In view of this controversy and with

view Lo setile definitely whether the mite
by themselves could produce galls, certai
inoculation experiments were devised  am
conducted at Coimbatore. These  experd
ments were 5o conducted thad the exjer
mental plants were free from any Honidi
at any stage.  The results of the experiment
have been gueh as to enthrone the mite one
more to its former position, vz, the tru
gall maker. It is not known why in hi
experiments Mani was not able to gel eall
by mites. Mites were introduced by m
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when the leaves were very tender, almost
when these were in the hud stage. Tt the
mites are introduced after the leaves have
developed, it is seen, that the galls formed
are either very few in number or they will
not be formed at all. )

Sinee the ttonidid by itself cannot produce
ealls s admitted by Mani and since the
mite by itself can produce galls as seen from
my experiments I think Mani should revise
hig views and admit that the mites are the
true gall formers.

M. €' CHRRIAN.

Agricultural College and

Research Institute,

(‘oimbatore.
Mareh 19, 1930,

oot and May. Natural History, 1933, 11, 201
2l and Mey. Natwral History, 1933, 12, 138.
8 Proes 2st Ind. Seio Cong., 1934,
e, Sel., 1934, 3, 208,
b Records of the Tidian Musewm, 1934, 36, 427.
Nofe.- Mr. M. S, Mani agrees with Mr. M. C
Cherian's indings and accepts his results as correct.

A Central Nutrition Beard for India.

Yourr coditorial in the April number of
(urrent Seienee s muel to be welcomed.
Several times during the last three years
and  especially  in conneetion with  some

University extension lectures delivered at
Caleutte in 1952 and lately in connection

with the gsymposivm on Vitamins, held
under the aunspices of the Indian Science
Congress at Caleutta, I had occasion to
stress the need for the establishment of a
Central Nutrition Board for India. It is
encouraging to note that some nutritional
investigations are being carried on in India
in different laboratories. While it is desirable
in the interest of science that there should be
some individuality about the researches
that are being conducted at different centres,
the necessity for a co-ordinating central
organisation wonld appear to be paramount.
Such an organisation may be entrusted with
the task of (1) co-ordinating the nutritional
work of different laboratories, (2) suggesting
investications of praectical importance in
relation to the varying climates, soils, habits,
traditions, availability of food-stuffs, ete., in
different parts of the country, and, especially,
in relation to the purchasing power of ditfferent
classes of people, and (3) making the results
available to the general public in simple non-
technical language.

This board should work in close co-opera-
tion with the Imperial Agricultural Council
and with the chief medical organisations of
the country. It would be a great thing if
your cditorial can stimulate thought in this
dircetion and lead to the establishment of a
committee to go into the proposal in detail.

B. C. GurA.
P. 109, Lake Road, Calcutta,
May 1, 1935.

The Distribution of a Simple Epidemic Disease.*

By Prof. J. A. Strang,
[Tniversity of Lucknow.

”[‘I!l‘l population N heing - divided into

STOUPS Ty 0y e eny Ty N which v, means
{he number of persons who have experienced
(or are experiencing) an nth attack of illness,
it is shown that the numbers v, are deter-
mined by the equations
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where p,, is the probability that an individnal
of the group v, will experience another attack
within unit time. _
Modifications are suggested for the cases
in which
(i) only a finite number of attacks is
experienced by each individual, either
because the kth attack is always
fatal, or because the kth attack confers
imnunity ; _
(ii) migration occurs during the epidemic
(ili) births are included in the reckpmng,
affecting v, or v, and v, according as

% A resume of the lecture delivered under the

auspices of the Faculty of Sciences, Lucknow Univer-
! sity, Feb. 1935.



