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Report of the Minister of Agriculture for the Dominion of Canada for the
year ended March 1933.

T}IE Capadian Ministry of Agriculture

deals with a wide Varlety of agricultural
activities covering every kind of afgrlcultural
interest which for comprehensiveness is not
equalled by any other country. The record
relates to the work of the Central Farm with
its fourteen divisions, the work on the thirty
Branch Farms and Stations and the depart-
ments of Dairy and Cold Storage, IHealth of
Animals, Livestock, Seeds, Dntomolo ey,
Fruits, Agricultural Economics and Publi-
cations. What a wide field is covered will
perhaps be appreciated best when we point
out that the Ministry controls even betting
on race courses, a subject which one would
hardly think of bringing within the ambit of
agrictlture. Details about the subject such
as humber of race meetings and racing days,
amounts of money wagered, prize money,
etc.,, are given with the same care and
thoroughness as those relating, for instance,
to manurial experiments, nutrition studies,
releases of parasitic insects and the hundred
other matters which one usually associates
with a department of agriculture. This only
shows in what an intimate manner the
State concerns itself with the welfare of its
foremost industry, investigating, directing,
controlling and advising at almost every
point. We may draw attention to another
agpect of its work which marks it out as
conspicuously different from what obtains
in India, wviz., the extent of agricultural
legislation and the administration of the
numerous Acts passed thereunder. These
deal with a variety of matters such as pest
and weed control, guarantees of purity in
seeds, fertilisers zmd feeds, disease control
of livestock including bees, export and im-
port control in respect of grades and stand-
ards of quality, packing, warehouse equip-
ment, creamery, canning-house and elevator
requirements and so on, a wide range of
legislative control all calculated to advance
the permanent interests of agriculture and
the community though perhaps irksome and
harassing to the individual. The Indian
farmer is in the enjoyment of a blissful
freedom in this respect—a freedom as bliss-
ful as that which permits smoking near a
haystack. When one thinks of the preva-
lence of crop pests, contagious diseases of
cattle and the confusion in the marketing
methods in this country, one would welcome

a powerful and liberal measure of reining in
of thig unholy freedom. The strict control
methods have enabled the Dominion to
benefit substantially by arrangements like
the Ottawa Pact which, we are told, has
materially increased the export trade in the
United Kingdoni.

We may now refer to some of the important
1tems among the strictly agricultural activi-
ties of the department. One which is of
timely interest in Mysore is the suceess which
has attended what is called the biological
method of insect control. The Lecanium
scale is said to have been practically exter-
minated by this method, while against other
important pests like the Oriental fruit
moth, the satin moth, the green house
Whlte fly, the wheat stem saw fly and the
corn borer, suitable parasites have been
liberated with satisfactory results. We hope
similar success will attend our own attempts
in Mysore against the sugarcane borers.
The m(,reeusmdv large dlstnbuuon of bac-
terial cultures of 1egumes 1s noteworthy
in as much as it indicates that the true place
of this method has at last been recognised,
after the boom it once enjoyed and the
disappointment it caused when the unduly
high expectations were not realised. In the
Division of Chemistry, experiments on pas-
ture manuring and management confirm
the now accepted conclusmn that the stock
carrying capacity is increased if the herbage
is grazed quite young. The work relating
to “quality” in produce such as protein and
oil content in soyabeans, nicotine content
of tobacco as related to ““harshness” in
smoking, is interesting and is worth being
copied in India in regard to the chief pro-
ducts here. Manurial experiments bulk
largely as usual in this Division ; the results
indicate the need for complete fertilisers
including a suitable proportion of potash,
an ingredient to which Indian soils have not
always responded, at least as regards the
quantity of produce. The Publicity and
Extension Division maintains its high level
as a model for propaganda methods One
of the happy features of this work is the
intelligent response of the farmers them-
selves as evidenced by the co-operative
experiments and the readiness with which
questionnaires are answered. The various
marketing and other surveys and studies of
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the results of work are rendered easy and
efficient by this attitude ol the farming
community and the report bears ample evi-
dence of the advantages that have ‘:1,('.c.rum{
thereby. The record ol the yeary work

justifies  the  high  reputation  which the
1, o)1 AING ; i 1 y 1

{ anadian ’.l?< partment of Agriculture enjoys
for the efliciency and diversity of its services,

AK Y.

The Indian Lac Industry.

TO an economically impoverished country
like India, the vpreservation and ex-
pansion of its indigenous industries should
be a matter of deep concern to the Govern-
ment and to the large number of people
who make their living in the indusiry.
The Indian Lac Industry supports a large
population of village tribes who cultivale lac,
petty contractors who colleet the raw mate-
rial and a wumber of skilled labourers con-
nected with the conversion of stick lac
from forests into the shellac of commerce.

The entire bulk of this produce is exported
away to Ifurope and America wheve the
commodity enters into the manufacture of
a variety of products. The continued pros-
perity of the Indian Lae Industry thercefore
is closely linked up with an expansion of
its consuming industries and an extension
of its uses based on industrial resecarch.

The Government of India in pursnance of
its policy of supporting indigenous industrics
levied a cess on the export of lac the pro-
ceeds of which have since been utilised for
propaganda, marketing and research. The
founding of a Lac Regcarch Institute at
. Ranchi, the appointment of a Special Lae
Enquiry Officer in London and more recently
the deputation of three Indian Research
Workers to England are the three land-
marks in the scheme of gtabilising the
industry.

We have now before us a volume on
“Lac and the Indian Lac Research Insti-
tute” by the three principal officers of the
Lac Research Institute at Ranchi, during
the last ten years of its existence. We
have also been favoured with a copy of the
technical paper on “Isolation of Pure Lac
Resin”, the first fruits of the Indian

research workers under the auspices of the
London Shellae Researeh Bureau.

The annual report of the Special Officer
is an interesting document. In the firss
place, the work since its inception upto
31st Mareh 1934 has cost the Tndian Govern-
ment R 25,000 :  What is the return?
one is entitled to ask.

The British manufacturers are evincing
some interest In lae and the Special Lac
Enquiry Officer has established and main-
tained fruitful connections with experts in
Germany and America. He is also engaged
in  disseminating technical information re-
garding the uses of lac. He has also heen
doing great service to the Indian Lac In-
dustry by organising exhibitions, writing
articles on lace in important Journals and
Year Books, pleading for a more extensive
use of lac. Under the general advice and
auspices of an  Advigsory Committee, the
London  Shellae Bureau i3 carrying out
certain pieces of investigation relating to
lac ;5 so far, except for the fact that a few
promising lines of inquiry have been initiated,
nothing very striking or useful has yet
come oulr of thege endeavours.

What is most needed for the Indian Lac
Industry is speeding up of research which
means that all our regources, money, talent
and laboratory facilitics not only in Great
Britain but also in India should be harnessed.

Wea should have a parallel Advisory Board
in  India. who will arrange for certain
picees of work relating to lac to be conducted
in Universities and Research Institutes who
will gladly take up such problems. A maove
in this direction will speed up the progress
of research on lac. '
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