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A REGIONAL METALLURGICAL RESEARIH LABONA PRy FOR

WESTERN INDIA

N IMPASSIONED plea for the eafabriinh
A ment of a centre for inhustrial meti-
llurgical rescarch to meet the industrid
needs of Western India was male by Proat,
N, P. Gandhi in the course of his wdedre
before the Bombay Metallupgical Soacety,
at Bombay. Every metaliuraical factory, o
said, must needs get problems to soivee from
time to time. “ Sometimes o furnee 4
not giving therequired temperafure; some
times the fuel or energy consumed i3 exe -
sive; sometimes the refractory mit i) Luds
in an unaccountable manner; sometinnes the
metal produced has too many blow hindees
or other detcets: sometimes the metal cannut
be rolled well: sometimes the dies vl
etc., wear too quickly or break too olten;
sometimes the rejection of castings is too
great to leave a margin of profit: SOMetines
3 tool or machme parl is not functioniny
properly due to faulty heat treatment
‘sometimes a metal is oxidising badly, und
so on. Scores of such instanzes will oseur
to most factory workers. Iow are these
problems to be solved ? By shulting our
eyes to them ? By blaming ill-luck 7 By
putting up with them as something mysteri-
ous or unsolvable ? No. They can be
investigated into. In mostcases a el
a way out can be found ar a suflitiently
low cost, Only we must have o testingg fabo-
ratory, a band of investipators und the
will and perseverance to solve,

Most small factories cunnot afford to
have a rescarch laboratory of their own,
They would probably have more techuieal
problems to solve than the larger factories,
Even if they can aflord the cquipment, they
cannot alford the salary of a whole-Lime
gstaff. Whut then arve they 1o do ? The
answeyr is: Co-operate with other factories
in the trade. Here comes in the question
cf competition, Once factory owner often
does not want the others to know what his
problem is and what solution he has found
for it. Can this necessary scercey boe safow
guarded in a research laboratory put up
jointly with others in the trade ? The
answer is: yes. If you ask how, here is
an answer.

Suppose 20 factories in a trade jointly
raise a sum of two lakhs of rupees for a co-
operative industrial research laboratory,
(Nowadays amounts can be contributed
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with what results.

The cost of solving u problem m such a
manner would only bea froction of what
the firm would have to spend af it was 10
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buy udl the vecesny instruments, appara-
tus, etes tup a femporary Lboratory for
the rescarch, dismantle it and dispose of
i when the wark woes over, I the scheme
of co.operative industeial resoueh suecoeded,
more money would tlow in and further
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eoipment sueh s o spectronraph, o polaro-
draph, an X-vay unif, efe, could heaehbod and
even o permanent butldine put up, it
failed, there would probably by iffle difli-
ety incdisposin s of thy stunbod waits of
the equipment,
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HE AN Indi Leprosy Workers Confler.
erce, the st of 65 kind in India, held

ity snvessful soosion o Wardhen The merean-
iy mterest .’dwn by Provincial Govera s
wents noantcdeprosy work  owas hipehdy
pratufvine, The research activities  were
conducted in collaboration with the Endow -
nient Fund of the Schoal of Tropieal Medicine,

Caleatta, and the T Hesearch 1'mni
!\:;::cwi;ttn‘m. The summary of the rescarches
inneluded:

1. Therao utie  atwles Sulphones,
Proming and ducone, i teprosy, were fougud
to vield recults i certiun casen of
fepronstons cases with uleers aed eyes
complwstions and o those who o eannot
tund anpeetions of  pvdoosiorpus ol The
drwes mark oa o detinate edvaner e the
tresddment of lLeproy,

Clhinveal Ntuwdy: A study on the eye.
Tesions m leprosy has been completed the
wseful dita collected indienting two main
{ypes nf evestesions in leprony, 2000 ey
were studied of whael 110 were neutral e
of thene 92 were oterodopialiy nepabive,
S poentive, ondy fwo e nd complete Joas
of suhit m one eyes OF 80 Tepromadons e
exannned, b were Gorly mbeeave, S advane.
ead, comaplete Tocsaf meht wan notieed only i
two canes, Thes findine edieades thal ey
Teone an deprosy s tode ia e candiion,

40 Hoteriodogreal studers Dy Hao'znelim
for succrasful cultivation of M lepraon
svabooss with leehovana caltuie conld not
be condirmed,

4, Tranymusaan of Uprasy by cockroaehen,
Do Mower, o0 Rbodonm Teprory worlier
suppested that cockroachos aye responsible foy
tranmiaton of feprosy, hut thys view coudd
not be condirmed by results of theexperiment
carried  out wt the School of Tropieial
Mediemne, Caleufta,

Useful findings were obtuined inoa cor-
relation  study of clinical,  bacteriological

s

and immunolopical aspects of leprosy. Other
activittes melwd <D teachinet and roatine
elinteal work,

Amons e Provineial hroaaches the seope
of the work wos enormously widened  in
Madras, There were 12 important inpationt
mastitutions in the Provines hesides facilities
for edmiszion and  treatonent in ditferent
Headepeders hospitala. In the field of
investipantion, child leprosy recoived consi-
derable  attention.  In Saidapet, o Child
Clinge wis established exehusively for ehild
leprosy engquiry and valuable data regarding
preidener of Hhe noture of the disesase woere
colleeted, Towa elited that the maio -ily
af Teprosy ensedin children unlby ten yoars
fornrad o group of <prdepromatous lenrosy’
or meipient eston s of enihithos L Thoy were
kept under obazervation withoul troatment
sl mest of them showed spontaneous
mmorovem - nt, 10owas also found that the
elova an D more prolonaed th eonfast with
leprowes vag &, the more seriows the form of
the resultine disesue, Another valuable
obnevvation  was that ey mewdaee of
feprosy was decreisine in villiges where
nipht serrepation of infertive patients was
enforeed and ineveased in the correspond-
e proups of vidlaees where there wis no
pipht soreaation. Inth vswevey work in the
endomie distrieis it was found that in the
Iapthly endemie are ehild=-vate varied from
e, toga-ae, of the tolal cases. In the
sphoere of freatiment with sulphone groupse
of driee there wa sones promise ino eertaan
fype of casa s wi proviously  observed.
Some ayurvedie reaedies resorted fo heof
i in Jeprosy were tried withoul encourig-
e resutts, The Provineial Government, the
Indinn Coaneil of British Bmpire Leprosy
Relicf Association and Mission Institutions
have share in the Anti-Leprosy cnmpaign
in the Province,
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