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ANIMAL HUSBANDRY WING MEETING OF THE BOARD OF
AGRICULTURE AND ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
(Indian Council of Agricultural Research)

HE Eighth Animal Husbandry Wing Meet-
ing, which was held at Mysore during
the third week of February 1949, was
inaugurated by His Highness the Maharaja
‘of Mysore. HisHighness emphasised the part
played by the cattle in the economic well-
being of this country from very ancient
times and outlined the problems facing the
country to-day.

This meeting which was presided over by
Sardar Datar Singh, was of special signifi-
cance at this juncture when the kalance of
cattle wealth has become rather unfavour-
able due to the partition of the country.
The Province of Sind is the home of several
important milch herds and as things stand
to-day their import has almost ceased.
The effect of this is already felt, and per
capita supply of milk which stood at 5:8 oz.
before partition has dropped to 5:2 oz. On

the other hand the import of milk products

like butter, condensed milk, milk powder
and cheese is increasing rapidly day by day.
The Wing specially considered this loss to
the cattle wealth, and far-reaching sugges-
tions were made to conserve the available
stock of animals of all-India breeds. It was
proposed to establish large cattle farms of
such breeds in suitable areas, creating ¢ key
village ’ areas to help the multiplication of
better quality of cattle, and set up a Special
Board with necessary statutory and func-
;ioning powers to look after the well-being
»f the cattle wealth. A closely interrelated
yroposal was also adopted in the form of
etting up of “key wvillage” areas in
lifferent parts of every Province and State
vhere intensive cattle-breeding work could
ye carried out. Shortage of proven sires is
e biggest obstacle to cattle development.
\s things stand to-day only one sire is
vailable where 250 are required. To
wvercome this obstacle the plan envisages
hat the available pure-bred bulls should
e concentrated in selected key villages
aking into consideration the nature of
reed most suitable for that area, to cross
rith the available stock in that area.
imultaneously, steps will be taken to
aforce by legislation compulsory castration
f bulls in these selected areas. The grad-
1 stock produced will be available from
e very first generation to grade up the
iginal stock. In the key village area
self the indigenous stock after the fifth

generation will be almost as good as pure-
bred stock, and thus work will be gradually
extended to other areas, with the result
that in course of the time each village could
become a breeding centre instead of rely-
ing on a few farms as at present. The plan
thus aims at improving the existing stock
on a much larger scale than is possible just
now and may truly be called a milestone
in the cattle improvement schemes that
have been formulated so far.

The work carried out, with cows and
buffaloes, at a few selected centres on arti-
ficial insemination has given very promis-
ing results. It was therefore proposed that
this method should be now utilised widely
for improving cattle. In the beginning it
will no doubt be necessary to exercise
caution and extend the work step by step to
avoid disappointments later.

Along with breeding, an equally impor-
tant problem is to find ways and means of
augmenting the present inadequate supply
of feeding stuffs for cattle. Shortage of
feeding stuffs is one of the biggest obstacles
facing the cattle industry, which, if not
tackled properly, will upset any plan for
cattle improvement and production of more
milk. The subject received careful con-
sideration at the meeting and the proposal
was made that in view of the fact that at
present a large number of cattle live only
on the agricultural residues, means should
be found to devote a certain portion of the
land where irrigation facilities exist and that
which the Government is proposing to deve-
lop, for growing fodder. Fodder should
also be grown by proper rotation on the
existing land. Utilisation of leaves and
seeds of fruits by processing or otherwise,
making use of materials such as entrails,
blood, bones, ete., creating fuel and fodder
plantations, conserving grass during the
monsoon seasons in the form of silage—
were some of the methods suggested. It
was recommended that the present practice
of exporting oil-seeds should be discontinu-
ed early and seeds should be crushed in
villages so that cakes will be avajlable for
use as cattle feed. The practice of extract-
ing oil from oil-cakes by solvent extraction
needed to be discouraged as there was no
justification for assuming that our cattle
get an adequate amount of fat and calories
in their diet from other sources. If the use
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of  oil-vakes for numneing wins stopped,
wherever posable, that wili release con-
siderable quontity of  concentrates for
eatthe,  The role of  tracc-clements in
antmal onutrition o cubyest thit o not
teent anvesteabed e sy preat detanl, as
dhuo the toxienty of plants coaanmed by the
gl oy craones I owan therefore
recotmpeneded that o theae two aubjects
should beonvestiyaded modetatl,

The meetie aba con plaed the need for
the unprovement of catthe o hidly areas
and deceded to appernt oompecind Commitiee
to strvey the preblen, vopeceiadly moareas
where aeipenous breeds Gol to theay -

The Wiy supeested steps that should be
tuken to reduee The mortahty amongst
vourg calver, whieh o constant denan on
o of the potentadly beat cattles Apart
from the varous diseases whnch are e
ponsible for thas heavy Too of was cmprhiiis.
eed that the problem wie lely an econonne
one, ated undess breedhiny of bive dfock wis
maade pratitabde, other venpshiad mesiares
cannot beoexpected to b the teared
chiames i the exiting practices, HOowa
therefore teconuended that where posable
ealf turms should be strted where cadves
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may be reared and looked after properly
till maturity,  Dilferent practices for rear-
i of eadves are followed  diTerent parts
of the country. It was therefore deeidad
to survey these methods so that when the
experience  of all the breeders s pooled
together 1t may e possible fo evolve o
cheap method for raising ealves,

Howas recommended  that in view of the
rrowiny mnber of ceoptres where various
velerinary biological products are muanue-
factured, and also beeauss  of the fape
import of these products, if was necessary
to set up an organisation  with satulory
powers to lay down standards and cheek
the gquicity  of these products. Such an
orpanixntion tvoooverdue and i s hoped
fhad earty avtion will he taken on thy Hnes
ol the exisfing Dreugyr Acts [rome which
veterinaey prodiets are execluded now,

The question of vet swrinary educeadtion was
also diseussed. HOowas coaphasised that the
stun dard of training should not only be
uniform, bhut as high as possible. The
setting up of an Indian Velerinary Counetl
wan recommended to sifepwod thy intereasts
and mnteprity of the velerinary profession.

IMPROVEMENT IN METHODS OF DATING*

Nothe tield of arelsteetural history, the
Method  of Sermtion has uaiformly
b followed for purposes of dating. With
the elp of buildine, of which the dites are
hpown  from dependent evadenes,
evalubionsry sertes oo et badlt up o and
then temples of whiel the dides dre not
nown, are aesytual dodes werordings Lo
thes sporness oo ane ar other of the bnd-
otk 1o the ceades The semumplion in
Indian Architecture has been that thee whole
of India can e treated o one anii moevo.
Lution, suel that evolution oelt b been
untiateral,  Dflerent workers Uke Favpae.
son ar Hukhaldas Bnerp have only difter
cd from one another an thedr chotee of
clements used for buaildmyg up the seale of
peference 1 but the fundamental assamp-
tione have been wmform,
Professor Bose aswpepeats that this method
of treating the whole of India as one evo-
lutionary  wut, ond  the dependence on

cSummary of the Presidentind Adivess deli-
vered by Profesor Nyvmal KEumar Bose, to the
seetion  of  Anthropoloxy  amd  Archasdogy
durtng the doth Sexson of the Indian Sclenee
Congress held at Allahabad, January 1949,

unilinear  evolutionism  is not justified,
There s evidenee to show that in different
reptons,  temples hewee followed  slishtly
ditferent comrnes of evolution, Mopreover,
the struetural elements of temples have wlso
changed, not uniformly, bul  af  varying
adenn,

'rofmsor Bose hae (eied fo o apply the
Distribubion Method for inding the rebitive
are of those clements, Heo propeses thad,
in caehoreon of Indin, the dated temples
should be taken up, subjocted to 4 uniform
seheme of anndysts, aned an independent
seile of evolution built up with their help,
when this work hax been aecomplished in
different provinees of  India, the findings
arrived at by o relianee upon the Distri-
bution Method should he compared with the
above result. Only then shall we bein a
position {o assess the value of the latter
moethod, as well as check the vesults arvived
at by previous workers in the field, who
relicd on w beliel i the uniformity of evo-
lution.

Research workers in different areas can
thus be of help to one another in bringing
more precision into metho ls of dating,

g :




