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ring and an outer darker ring.” He then cites
the measurements by Joly? and says, * The
radius of these haloes wvary only between
0-0152 mm. and 0:0160 mm., in Eu-ope in rocks
of pre-Cambrian age; whereasthe halo above
referred to in the Chota Nagpur granite has a
radius of 0-030 mm., nearly double that of
those recorded in European rocks.” He has
explained that it would be a thorium bhalo.

Referring to Joly’s paper® we find that the
dimensions of haloes which he has attempted
to compare with progressive geological aging
is that of the primary uranium haloes. These
correspond to alpha-partizles which exhibit
maximum of ionisation in air at a distance of
2:2 ¢n. This primary uranium halo represents
the earliest stage in the developm=2nt of pleo-
chroic haloes.t In fully developzd normal
haloes where we find a series of conzentric
rings, th2 oitermost radius in the cas2 of the
uranium ha o2s corresponds to thz alpha-
particles from RaC. The m2asurem22ts on
this as given by Joly in his paper gives an
average of 0:032 mm. The rings formed asa
resu.t of the disintegration series of the tho-
rium family give measurements in kiotite  as
0:041 mm. ; 0-026 mm. ; 0:011 mm., etc.

From the dascription anil the microphoto-
graph of the haio in the Chota Nagpur rock, it
appears that it is a normal halo of the uranium
series and that the oute:most ring as is to be
expezted correspoads to th: range of alpha-
particles from RaiC anlhz2nce mz2asures about
0:-030 mm. as record2d by Dr. Iyer. Thesimple
explanation that it represents RaC of the
uranium series fully satisfies the measure-
ments. '
Geology Department,
Andhra University,
Waltair,

January 11, 1949.
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BEREKS’ COMPENSATOR

THeRE is an impression that, if the tables
supplied by the makers of the Bereks’ com-
pensator is lost, thecomjensator cannot bz used.
Rogers and Kerr' remark, “the value is inserted
in a simple formula supplied by the makers of
the instrument. Solution of the formula gives
the correct retardation for the mineral grain.”
This might be interpreted to mean that the
formula is that of the makers, and that there-
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fore the tables supplied by them are necessary
for its use. This is notso. The formula givaen
by the makers is—
Log I' =C + log f(1).

This is a method of solving by logarithms
the well-known formula for retardation; ] =
C x f(i) orR =X x D (given by Jchannsen.
for the use of the Babinet compeasator)? whera
I'or R = retardation of the mineral to be
determined, C or K=the constant of the Bereks’
compensator determined on any microscope,
and f{i) or D, the reading of the drum of the
compensator for any mineral, whose birefrin-
gence is to be determined.

Jf the tables are lost, the procedure is :—

The Bereks’ compensatir is calibrated for
white light by reading the divisions on the
drum from the first order violet on the one
side of the black cross to the first order violet
on the otherside. Say the readingsarz44-2 and

15-1. Then 44-2 minus 15-1 divided by two =
14-55 = A =530 uu (the wavelength of white
light). Therefore the constant C or K = iznzj'

The mineral (say hypersthene) is then placed
on the stigz and turned 45° from the position
of extinction with its C-crystallographic axis
i, to the long direction of the comp2ansator,
and the drum re2ad from the dark bar of
compensation on thz one side to tha dark bar
on the other. Say the readings are 54-7
and 4-8. Therzfore f (i) or D = 54-7 minus 4-8
divided by two = 24.95. Applying th= g2aeral
formula for retardation, Retardation of
hypersthene 'orR=C orK X f (i) or D =
(%)X 24-95, and solving by logarithmns,
log I’ or R =1og 550 + log 24-95 — log 14.55,
using Clarkes’ tadles, I' or R = 9432 up.

Birefringence(n.—n,) = -1%[, where R= retarda-

tion and M = thicknzss of the section.® The
thickness of hypersthene is measured by a
micrometer serew. In this case itis 05 mm.,
which is expressed in up = 60000. Therefore
birefringence of hypersthenaz is g%'— <0157.
(The microscope used in this case is Leitz
313769 with objective P, and ozular P, 5X).
Central College, P. R. J. Narovu.
Mysore University,

February 10, 1949.
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