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observed in the top portion of the stem.
Eightyfive varieties belonging to S. Burber:
have been studied and in almost all of them
a relatively large accumulation of starch has
been noticed both at the base of the stem
and at the top portion. Examination of 25
varieties belonging to S. sinense showed that
in most of them the quantity is not so much
asin S. Barberi but a fair quantity ispresent
in all excepting 3 or 4 in which only traces
have been met with. Twenty-six varieties
belonging to S. spontaneum were studied and
only small quantities of starch were noticed,
though in 8 or 9 types a fair accumulation
but lesser than in S. sinense and much less
then in S. Barberi was noticed. Prelimi-
nary observations were also made onr other
genera and it was noticed that there was
no starch accumulation in Sclerostachya and
Narenga, while starch has been noticed in
Guinea grass (Panicum maxicum), Napier
gress (Pennisetum purpureum) and Sor-
ghum. Eight types of Erianthus have Dbeen
- studied and fair to large quantities of starch
accumulation were noticed.

" The observations have been restricted to
the fully formed portions of the stem. = Sec-
tions were taken at two points (1) at the bot-
tommost joint above the ground and (2) the
joint at the top next above the dead leaf
joint, i.e., the oldest functioning green leaf.
These observations were made on almost
fully matured crop of about 11 months
growth.’

These studies are being continued. The
indication at present is that the presence of
starch in the fully formed internodes is a
definite specific character for certain species
of Saccharum. It is hoped to extend the
studies to the numerous inter-specific and
inter-generic hybrids at the Station to as-
certain how this character is modified in
these.

Sugarcane Breed. Station,
Coimbatore,
July 26, 1949.

N. L. DuTT.
R. NARASIMHAN.
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CHROMOSOME NUMBERS IN SOME
ANGIOSPERMOUS PLANTS

AccorDING to the information of the authors,
the chromosome numbers reported here are
new.

*The morphological features of Justicia
adhatode Linn. is so different from other
species that it wes kept under a separate
genus as Adhatoda vasica Nees. Its haploid

MELIACEE
Melia azadirachia Linn,  2n=2y Patrak & Singh
POLYGONACEE
Runires dentatus Linn. =20 »y -
APQCYANACEE
Allamanda grandifora = O Pathak & Tiwari
Hook.
Tatenemontana coonaria n=11 »
Willd,
Thevetia nerifolia Juss. n= 9 .
SIMURACERE
Ailasthus excelsa Roxb. =31 Pathak & Srivastava

Belanites egy piaca n=9 "
Delice
STERCULIACEE
Prlerospermum acerifolinm 1=19
Willd
Sterculia colorata Roxb. 2=20 .
ACANTHACEE
* Justicia adhatode Linn, 72=17 Pathak & Pande
Erantlemum variegata =21 "
Linn. :
Daedalacanthus nervosus  12=21 ’e
T. Anders
BIGNONIACEE
Taleduia pentaphylia 72=20 "
Gomez
Jacaranda mimosifolia =33 vs
D. Don.
RUTACEE
Maurraya exotica Linn. n= ).
EBENACEE
Diospyros embryspteris =15 ”
Pers.

chromosome number 17 as compared to 14
of other species confirms this separation.

. G. N. PATHAK.

B. SincH.
Govt. Agri. College, K. M. TIWARL
Kanpur, A. N. SRIVASTAVA.
January 3, 1949. K. K. PANDE.

CULTURAL WORDS OF CHINESE
ORIGIN: MONSOON

THE following information has been sum-
marized from Yule! and Burnell, almost in
their own words: “Monsoon is the name
given to the periodical winds of the Indian
seas—The original word is the Arabic Mau-~"
sim, season, which the Portuguese corrupied



