342
Azuc., 1035, 4, 335. 12. Davis, Internat. Sug.
Jour., 1937,39, 67. 13. Springer, Proc. Jamai-

can Assce. Sug. Tech., 1937, 1 (2), 30. 14

Davis, Duncan and Yearwood, Internat. Sug..

Jour., 1936, 38, 299. 15. —, Proc. 6th Congr.
Int. Sce. Sug. Tech., Louisiana, 1939. _16. Pocy,
F.Cuba Agricola, 1934,1 (8), 11. 17. Guillaume,
Proc. Assoc. Tech. Azuc., Cuba., 1939, 9, 65.
18. Birkett, Trop- Agri, 1940, 17, 12, 233. 19,
Beater, Proc. 11th Ann. Congr., S. African Sug.
Tech. Assoc., 1937, 82. 20. Gundu Rao and
Kripashankar, Proc. Ind. Sug. Tech. Assoc., 8th
Conv., 1939. 21. Ramanaya and Vishwanath,
Ibid., 4th Conv., 1935. 22. —, Ibid., 5th Conv.,
1936. 23. Ramanaya and Satyanarayana, Ibid.,
7th Conv., 1938. 24. Khanna and Chacravarti,
Curr. Sci., 1949, 18, 19. 25. Unverdorben and
Spielmeyer, Zeit. Ver. Deut. Zuckerind, 1939,
89, 616. ’
PRECISORITHYA SWINHOEI L.
(FAM.NYMPHALIDAE), FEEDING ON
STRIGA Spp.-THE PHANEROGAMIC
PARARSITE OF SUGARCANE AND
JOWAR

In 1946 August, one of us (D.V.M.) noticed
a number of butterfly caterpillars feeding on
Striga-Spp.—a root parasite of sugarcane
and jowar in this tract. The caterpillars on
rearing emerged into butterflies, provision-
ally identified as “Precis Orithya Swinhcei’”’
L., -popularly known as “Blue Pansy”. Dur-
ing the same period the caterpillars were
noticed on Strige in some of the sugarcane
plots at Rudroor, and later . durmg winter
months, at Bodhan and negrbygplaces
Striga Spp.—the root para51te Qf sugar-
cane is a fairly serious pest in the leamsagar
tract and during August 1939, Rai Saheb Prof.
L. S. S. Kumar of the Bombay Agricultural
Department, visited the area on tour and
suggested various remedial measures for the
eradication of the pest. In his report! he

alludes of having noticed a butterfly cater-

pillar feeding on Striga densioflora. It is
not known whether it is the caterpillar of
Precis Orithya Swinhcei L. he is referring to.

The butterfly, though observed all the
year round, is abundant only during the
winter months. The seasonal distribution
is as follows (see Table I).

During the months of December 1948
and January (1949), when rearing was done
in the laboratory, its life~history was as
follows:

Egg period 4-5 days, Larval period 10-15
days and the Pupal period 10-12 days.
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meteorological data in the laboratory where
resring was done is given in Table II.

TABLE I
S

pEsv 8

S3853

=9 4,020 N . .

Month 2ge ~A Butterflies noticed
Q =
58262
= U2 A
8 w m REN——
October 22 In few numbers
November 120 In large numbers
Flitting clurmq midlay &
copuiating
December 112 Do
January 53 In few numbers
February 12 Do. Observed on Striga in
Kabi jowar plots

March nil Invery few numbers
April 3 In negligible numbers

May-October = Almosl nil In very negligible numbers

TaBLE. II
Average meteorological data of the
Labomtory whe're rearmg was done

Maximuam Minimum

Month Temp. Temp. Humidity
December ’48 .. 78-3°F 72-2° F. 65
January '49 789" F. 70-9° F. 66

The eggs of the butterfly are laid singly
on tender leaves and buds and the cater-
pillar feeds on them. However the cater-
pillar is not a voracious feeder. The effec-
tiveness of the butterfly in reducing infesta-
tion of Striga is being worked out.

Apart from the above a few more insects
on Striga have been observed. Investigations
will be carried as and when opportunity
arises.

Thanks are due to Prof. Rai Saheb L. S. S.
Kumar and Dr. Md. Qadiruddin Khan fo.
kind help.

D. V. MURTHY.
Sugarcane Entomo. Lab., A. S. Rao.
Department of Agrlculture

Bodhan (Deccan), June 9, 1949.

1. Kumar, L.S.S. “Report, regarding his
visit to H.E.H. the Nizam’s Dominions to
enquire into the Attack of the Parasitic Flower-
ing Plant Striga on Sugarcane and Jowar (Un-
published), 1939.




