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are in better agreement with the observed
values.
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STUDIES ON THE SUITABILITY OF
SUGARCANE JUICE FOR THE
GROWTH AND DISTRIBUTION OF
SOME INTESTINAL PATHOGENIC
BACTERIA

TrE increase in the incidence of some intesti”
nal infections during the warmer montis in
Bombay and the heavy sale of iced sugarcane
juice as adrink suggested the possibility of
the spread of so ne of the intestinal pathogenic
bacteria through this source. The incidence
of typhoid, paratyphoid, dysentery and cholera
infections usually after the conclusion of
certain religious fairs, e.g., Paxdharpur and
Nasik, where lirge quantities of juice are
consumed by pilgrims indicates this possi-
bility. The suitability of this drink as a vehicle
for the transmission of these infections, and
as a medium for the growt) and viability of
E. typhosa, S. paratyphi, S. schottmuelleri,
S. dysenterice (Shig:.), S. paradysenterice
(Flexner), -E. coli co nmunis and V. cholerce
has been studied.

The following is the average composition :
Moisture 75-14% ; total sugars (including the
1-16% of the fermentable monosacc aride)
13-609%; total proteins 0-24%; the other consti-
tuents which make up the remaining are
pectins, lignins, crude cellulose, amides,
aminoacids, gu.ns and minerals. Ta2 Pd of
the juice varies from 6-8-7.0.

The microbiological examinatio1 of the juice
revealed that the nor nal flora consists of
Gram positive sporulating aerobic bacilli,
B. coraerens, B. ruf scens and a starch
hydrolysing variant of B. mzsentericus, Micro-
coccus perflavus and an unidentified Sacchiro-
myces. The essentially Gram positive character
of the above flora enabled us to stuly conve-
niently the fate of the diffarent Gram negative
test organisms even in the non-sterilized
samples of the juice. :

A number of preliminary studies with the
undiluted, 50% diluted, unfiltered, muslin-
filtered, steam-sterilized and filter-sterilized
samples were made: during these studies,
methods essential for determining viability,
multiplication, virulence and pathogenicity
were also standardized. Sugarcane juice for
the experimental studies was used in six
different dilutions, viz., 1:32 (3% % solution),
1:16 (6% %), 1 :8 (12%%).1:4(25%), 1:2(50%
solution), and in the undiluted state. These

Letters to the Editor

183

dilutions were used in their non-sterile, filter-
sterilized and also steam-sterilized states.
These various samples were then seeded in
test~tubes with 0-1 m!. saline suspensions
(matching Opacity Tube No. 4) of 24-hour
growths of the selected bacterial species and
incubated at the room temperature (28° C.)
after 01 ml. portion from each tube was
removed for the quantitative estimations of
the inoculated bacteria. Further 0-1 ml. por-
tions removed from each tube at regular
intervals of time were utilized for counting
the bacteria by the methods worked out for
the purpose! in this laboratory. Special
media such as the MacConkey’s agar, Wilson
and Blair agar, Leifson’s desoxychol -te citrate
agar and Aronson’s agar, were utilized for
the quantitative studies, and peptone water,
nutrient broth and MacConkey’s broth, for
testing viability. The morphological, staining,
biochemicaland antigenic variations occurring
in the bacteria were also follo ved by adopting
suitable techniques. The results obtained
indicate that multiplication ani maximal
survival periods for these bacteria vary not
only from <pecies to species, but also
with regard to the dilution effected, the
sterility status of the juice and other factors.
It should be mentioned here, however, that
the presence of E. typhosa and S. schottmuelleri
in cane juice must be regardad as potentially
dangerous in view of the fact that these
bacteria are more tolerant to the juice (parti-
cularly the unheated simples) and that they
not only show a multiplization stage but
continue to live in this substratum for a few
days without any appreciable loss in their
general characteristics. Shigi and the Flexner
dysentery strains, on the other hand, do not
find the juice very favourable for growth;
observations with E. coli show that his organ-
ism can and does remaziin potent in the juice
and as such its presence in largz numbers in
the juice must be regarded, as we do in water
analysis, as an index of contamination through
feeces, soil, flies, finger, ice or other sources.
For the cholera vibrios the can= juice, despite
its fermentable saccharose contents, is a poor
madium and consequently the danger of
cholera infections througzh this chamnel is very
remote. )

Details of these investigations will be sent
for publication elsewhere. In the meantime,
it is pertiaent to m:2ation here that thus far
three cases of iafection (ons of typhoid and
two of food-prisoning) have been brought to
our attention and all these cases had their
suspacted origin to this dcink. Unafortunately,
these cases came in too late for bacteriological
confirmation.
Microbiology Dept.
St. Xavier’s Colleze,
Bombay, '
January 28, 1948.

J. V. Buar.
Ropa N. REPORTER.

1. Reporter, R. N.,i“Suitability of certain foods and
drinks for the growth and distribution of some intestinal
pathogenic bacteria,” M.Sc., Thesis, Bombay Univ.,
1944.



