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A CASE OF POLYEMBRYONY IN
WAHLENBERGIA GRACILIS SCHRAD.

Wahlenbergia gracilis Schrad. is a member of
the family Campanulacez. In the allied family
Lobeliacese cases of polyembryoni have been
recorded for Lobelig syphilitica Linn. by Cretel
and for lsotoma longiflora Presl. by Kausik and
Subramanyam.2 In L. syphilitica one or two
. additicnal embryos develop from the suspensor,
and in I. longiflora the additional embryo ap-
pears to take its origin from one of the termi-
nally situated suspensor cells as a lateral bud.
Trke development of the embryo in Wahlen-
bergia gracilis closely follows the sequence of
development that has been described for other
members of the Campanulacez and the Lobelia-
ceze. In one case two embryos were noticed
in the same ovule (Fig. 1) and surrounded by
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t;m normally deveioged embryo from the ferti-
lized egg. Over this embryo and superposed
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over its suspensor the second embryo is seen
(Fig. 1, Emb. 2). The terminal cell of this
embryo shows a vertical wall. While it is c_hﬁ’"i-
cult to state how the second embryo has arisen,
it is interesting to note that polyembryony,
which has been reported in the Lobeliacese,
should also occur in the allied family Campa-
nulacea. ‘
My sincere thanks are due to Dr. L. N. Rao
for kind encouragement.
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LIVE FUNGI CULTURE COLLECTION
AT THE I.A.R.I.

THE foundation of our fungi culiure collection
was laid in 1936 when a small beginning was
made with the object of making available 1o
Universities, Educational Institutions, Myco~
logists and Plant Pathologists authentic cul-
tures required for {raining or research. Our
collection, being the first of its kind in India,
can therefore rightly claim to be a national
collection. In 1940 the number of cultures
maintained at this Institute was almost 500, of
which almost half the collection consisted of
fully identified cultures. It was then felt that
the staff available in this division for main-
taining this national asset and for meeting the
demands for cultures from scientists and in-
dustrialists was not sufficient. The LC.AR.
was therefore approached in 1940 for funds to
meet the cost of extra staff. The Council con-
sidered this work ‘“as of a high scientific and
practical value” but at the same time insisted
that this activity should form part of the nor-
mal work of the Institute”.” Therefore the
Council sanctioned a grant for a period of two
years from April 1st, 1943. The Government
recognising the maintenance of culture collec-
tion to be of a permanent recurring nature,
it was made an integral part of the Institute
in 1946.

At present the collection consists of 700
cultures of which 325 are of pathogenic and
mould fungi.

The. one assistant that has been sanctioned
for this collection is wholly occupied in carry-
Ing out the routine required for such collec-—
tion. Not much time can be spared for carry-
Ing out researches in the maintenance of fungi.
However, certain amount of research work is
being done. For example, a new method for
sealing culture tubes has been evolved as a
result of Which tke longevity of certain groups
gf fungi 13 Increased. They do not now, there-
bc:%%,re.requlre to l?e subculturgd as often as
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