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SUGARCANE IN INDIA—A RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT*

, ADDRESSING the Section of Agricultural

Sciences, Mr. N. L. Dutt traced the growth
of sugarcane cultivation in India. “Sugarcanc
and sugar have been known in India from the
earliest times, philological and botanical evi-

dences indicate that India is the home of
sugarcane (Sceccharum Barberi).” The tropi-

cal canes introduced by the Bast India Com-
pany met with failure. “Capt. Steeman (1827)
brought the Mauritius canes to India; he
introduced thick cancs which belong to Sac-
charum officianarum L., ave still being grown
in certain parts of the country but on a limited
scale and have now acquired local names.” The
last decade of the nincleenth century saw a
revolution in the method of cane improvement
in Java and Barbados by the discovery of fer-
tile seed in sugarcane, but “India had to wait
for thirty-one years” before she was able to
effeet cane improvement by “seminal selection”.

Mr. Dutt paid tribute to the work of Molli-
son in Bombay, Woodhousa and Basu in Bihar
(during the carly years of the work of the
Agricultural Department) and the yeorran and
pioneering work done by Dr. Barber and
Sir T. 8. Venkataraman in  establishing the
Coimbatore DBreeding Station and evolving
suitable seedling cancs benefiting the Indian
sugarcane-growers, and added that during re-
cent years the economic canes of Coimbatore——
Co. 313, Co. 331, Co. 280 and Co, 419 were
intimately connected wilh the prosperity of
the sugarcane industry in India.

As regards the classification of canes,
Mr. Dutt opined that “the actual allocalion of
the indigenous Indian canes” which were good
many in number, to specific groups attempted
by Dr. Barber has yet to. be completed. Butl
~from the investigation atlempted <o far,
Dr. Parthasarathy has suggested the probable
origin of Indian canes by extensive hybridiza-

* Summary of Mr, N. L, Dutt’s Presidential  Address
to the Section of Amiculture, Indian Seicnce Congress,
Delld, 1947.

[N ——

tion between S. officianarum  and S, sponta-
neum.  The present position of the taxonomy
of Saccharum according to Mr, Dutt is that
Erignthus should be separated from Saecha-
rin and that Erianthus arundimacewn might be
considered as probable source for the origin of
the cultivated canes,  Mr. Dull emphasized the
neeessity for selling up a S0 spentaneum ex-
pedition for studying wild Lypes as it has been
of tho greatest assistance for evolving economic
lypes, and showed that the geographical trend
of distribution of S. spontuncum in respeet of
form  with increased number of chromosomoes
was from north-woest to soulb-cast in India,

Mr. Duit urged the need for a large number
of  Provincial Sugarcane  Stations  devoted
exclusively for sugarcane work where suitable
varietics for tracts should be tested before
releasing for general cullivation,  He showed
how the Stations already established - Muzalar-
nagar, Gorakhpur, Paina, Bombay and Madras
—had done “work of great ulibity on the varie-
tal, cultural, manuarial, catne=-growth, sucrose
development, embryological and  ycological
aspect” and “sugarcanc soils”, but observed the
paucity of Cance Development Depurtments in
the Provinees and States.  He fell that there
was a greal neecessity for o Cane Development
Department in every Provinee {o spread the
benefits of researeh to the ryols sciontifically
and  consistently,

After culogising the Indian farmer who was
not slow in taking up “when onee he s con-
vinced of the utility of an innovation,” Mr, Dutt
concluded that the “work on planned cultiva-
tion has only just begun and the Coimbatore
canes have begun to contribute to the suceess
of the industry in North Indin (and now also
in Bombay and Madras),  The  present is,
therefore, not an Epilogue hut a Prolopgue for
the great chapter on Swraeane Res nveeh, which
it 1y hoped, will be written in the wake of
the stabilization of the nasernt sugar industry
in ihe next decade”

. & D

SCIENTIFIC MAN-POWER COMMITTEE

HE Government of India have appointed a
Scientific Man-Power Committee to assess
the Nation’s requirements for diflerent grades
of scientific and technical personnel during
the next ten years and to rccommend the steps
to be taken during the next five years to meet
these requirements.
The personnel of the Commitiee is as fol-
lows :~— Chairman : Sir Shafaat Ahmed Khan;

Members:  Mr.  Afzal Hussian, Dre. Homi
Bhabha, Sir S, S, Bhatuagar, Dr, K. A, Hamied,
Mrs., ITansa Mehia,  Prof, Humayun  Kabir,
Col. X, IL James, Rai Bahadur A, N, Khosla,
Sir K. 8. Krishnan, Mr, (i, L. Melta, Prof. JON,
Mukherjee, Dr. M. Qureshi, D, Birbal Salini,
Wing-Commander . Singh, Dr, D, N. Wadia,
and Dr. S, R. Sen Gupta (Seeretary).

The Commiitee s to report  within  six
months and is expected 1o meet early in May.



