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ings (200 in number) have sampled out at
1elvegry (24 hours and immediately blanched in
water kept vigorously boiling for this purposge,
the treatment served to arrest the —:r;zymat-c -
activity of the tissues. The material was
then ground up with water and extracted
twice with water (by keeping on a boiling
water-bath for 15 minutes). The combined
extracts were acidified to pH 5-6, kept over-
ight, filtered and the filtrate made up to
00 c.c. Samples were treated in this manner
for nine days and all the pulses were taken
up for investigation. The resulting filtrates
are analysed for (1) total solids by evapora-
tion, (2) total nitrogen (by- Kjeldahl) and
{3) amide N as suggested by Joddi and

Kellogg.2 The results of the analyses are
embodied in the above table.
e DiscussioN

. The results have beenh calcuégteddas percen-
tages on the weight of the seeds and are given
tagTable 1. Itlgwlilll be observed that (1) the
ercentage of water-extractable total solids

tises in the earlier- stages of growth and later
tends to diminish, (2) a steady increase in the
percentage of total and amide N in the extracts.
Assuming that the amide N 'repre§ents the
g’paragine content of the seedlings, it can be
seen that of the pulses examined green gram
(Phaseolus maungo) constitutes the richest
source of asparagine. It should, however, be
pointed out that the results indicate that by
allowing the seedlings for longer pariods, a
further enrichment gi m§m§m£Ct with respect
te agine ma obtaine :
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WANTED A MUSEUM OF EVOLUTION

I HavE read Mr. Randhawa’s note entitled
“Wanted a Museumm of Evolution” in the
November issue of Current Science with inter-
est. This is a suggestion of far-reaching pos-
sibilities. Unless a deliberate attempt is made
now by the leaders of public movement to
wean the Indian mind from the futile ideolo-
gical pursuits which pass undsr the name of
religion, the state of .‘‘virtual civil war” be-
tween rival religious idealogies in this country
will remain and perhaps increase in volume.
The best substitute for this so-called “reli-
gion” would be the right type of knowledge
of fundamental facts of science. which, if im-
parted and diffused in the manner suggested
by Mr. Randhawa, is sure to fertilise the mind
of the average man, woman and child and
lead it to constructive healthful pursuits, At
present negative action and attitude of mind
?ée rampant in many phases of our national
e.

Of the branches of science none is likely 1o
appeal more to our people than the science of
Life-Biology, which comes nearest to their
innate  philosophical  susceptibilities. = Such
“museums”, after the first incvitable doubts
and criticisms will soon becom:e popular and
unconsciously, in course of timz, make people
science-minded. A science-minded India will
take its rightful place in the world more easily
than the present ultra-religious minded pcpu- |
lation, sczething with fissiparous terndencies and
scenting danger to their faiths in all moves for
common action or unity.

Ten lacs of rupees will give a fair number
of such “museums” to. our principal cities. The
donor of this gift will give to India monuments
more lasting and beneficial than any number
of iemples, mosques or churches.
New Delhi, D. N. Wabpza.
December 19, 1945. :
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