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I have heard with great pleasure that
. the “Bighth ~Adnual Meeting .of. the.. Indian
Academy of Sciences is to be held at
Bangalore under the distinguished president-
_ship- -of -- Rajasabhabhushana St "CT7 V.
Raman. The publications and .periodical
meetings of the Academy and other similar
bodies are serving as a’ clearing house of

information- relaung -to-the vesearches under-- -

taken by ‘scientific worke1s in India. - By
cornmg together and’ comparing restilts ‘and
_expemences from -time to time, they are

SCIENCE AND

CIENTISTS “in’ general “and ,
2~ in pATLiCUlEr” Will e ‘disturbed by the
correspondence ‘which has passed between
the postal:censor and Dr..J. McKeen Cattell,
Editor of Science, and which appears in the
-current issue of that Journal. That censor-
ship in war is necessary no one will deny.
But was the_ censor. .

because
mldht

as dysentery,

to' the 'ﬁdhtmg hne‘; I‘rom tlme nnmemomal
military surgeons.have made no’ distinction
between -friend. -and foe  in. dealing with

Wounds and  disease. In 1917 both the
Surgeon-General of the Army and the
Secretary of War decided that for humani~-
tabian reasons publication of information
about ‘an antitoxin developed in this.coun-
try to combat the bacillus of gas:gangrene,
then highly destructive .on ~the Western
Front, was permissible. Thousands are now
dying of typhus in occupied Middle Europe,
but "if the censor has his way they cannot
be -saved by the dissemination of any new
knowledge acquired here.

We' detect no such narrowness of view in
the few German medical and scientific pub-.
lications that have reached this office since
the attack on Pearl Harbor, nor, in the
pages of Nature, which is apparently per-
mitted to exercise its discretion and which -

phy51c1ans_ -

" prevent, rriercury p01son g. 3
.material“-to ~which ~the ¢enso

‘newspapers- “from Malne ‘to iCalifornia,

. competent postal authorities.-

snabled to pursue 1neir “respective lines of

_study ‘with, .increased -confidence. and in a

Spirit . of mutual <collaboration,” and there.
is every ground for the hope that Indian
scientists will: con’cmue o make ‘substantial
contributions to the stock of sc1ent1ﬁc know-
ledge. The _Academy s, dlso. striving to
Trake the lay public reahse the importance

of scientific 1esearch as an® 1nstrument of
human progress and happmess, and "its
eﬁorts 1n this direction -deservye’ encourage-

‘mient.

I Wlsh ‘the’ Conference all success
(Sd) JAYACHAMARAJA WADTXAR

THE CENSOR |

prmts commurnications:of:the. Very type that

‘have ben expunged from ‘Sciernice. The cen-

sor was certainly.on .slippery: ground ‘when
he deleted references to indinm because that
metal can prov1de a satlsfact ining for
shaving-cream: ana ‘tooth-paste "tiibes. The
Germans eb_,q mdw_m

i deletmg B8

the case of Science had been pubhshed Ane-
30
that ‘nothing whatever was gained by dele-
tion. To .make matters- Worse, there is no
appeal from- this decision.. Fe

Probably Dr. Cattell is: nght in holdmg
that the editors of scientific periedicals are
better judges of what may or: may not be
of value to the enemy than technicaily in-
If the policy
to. which -he objects is carried ~out ‘consist-
ently, new scientific books .and«periodicals
must be suppressed. = Astrophysicists, bio-
logists, plant and animal breeders, organic
chemists who are trying ‘to-isdlate vitamins
and harmones, designers of new electron
microscopes, ‘inventors of materials that will
resist - fire, mathematicians. who ~devise
techniques that can be applied. in solving
the problems of. designing engineers—all
make discoveries that have some applica-
tlon in totalitarian war.

—The New York Times,
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