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silt as manure should not be forgotten. Thig
point is made by Dr. Voelcker but possibly
because the conditions are not comparable in
the areas referred to in the booklet, this
aspect of the question is not emphasised bv
Dr. Gorrie. . )

A word may finally be said with regard to
fodder reserve. It is rather curious that whiie
at one time the value of spineless cactus wag
recognised and much advertisement was given
to Luther Burbank’s efforts in developing
such a plant, work which has been done in
India in comparatively recent years seems tg
have keen forgotten. Reference may be made
to a valuable article by Dr. Burns in Indign
Farming for October 1940 in which he men-
ticns several efforts made in former years to
develep spineless cactus in India, amongst
others an attempt by the present reviewer
and his colleagues at the Indian Institute of
Science. This' was so far successful that an
excellent growth of the plant was still spine-
I=ss after nearly fifteen years. ’

Altogether it will be seen that the booklet
is full of practical and at the same {ime
thought-provoking proposals and it may be
hoped that it will have a wide circulation not
only amongst specialists, but, as the author
hepes, among the educated public generally,

GILBERT J. FOwLz,
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CENTENARIES . .

Potter, Nathaniel (1770-1843)
, A . ide-
TATHANTEL POTTER. an American epl
NA’&?@?{MM. was born at Easten in 1770, vH_Ze
graduated in medicine in 1796 from the Iém;:
versity of Pennsvivania. I;I‘e b&cﬁadx;égi t%eolleifse
fessor of medicine in the Medi ‘olleg
gy ;?;%w;d az: its establishment in 1807 and
kept that position till his death. He wrote
profusely and was Editor of Baltimore medi-
cal and philogophical Iycaeum (1811) and
gmz-«mmm of Marylond medical und surgical
jonrngl (1840-43). The fame of Potter rests
largely on his service 1o the epidemiology of
yeilow-{aver, : :
iz;;n%ﬂ by lending himself to experimentation.
In 1797 he tied up around his head a piece of
mmuslin dipped in the perspiration of a patient
dving with yellow-fever and keeping it all the
might. In 1788, he inoculated himself with the
7 ration of a yellow-fever patient in the
st stages of the disease. Potter died at
Baltimore, January 2, 1843,
Fitch, John {1743-1798)
Jﬂ?ﬁm FITCH, an American inventor, was

born  at Windser, Hartford county,
Jamuary 21, 1743, After spending five years
in an el fary school, he was put on his

He established its non-contagi--

father’s farm even when he was but ten. Ag
he was a weak child, farm work made his life
unhappy and so after five years, he changed
over to the service of a shop-keeper. Finding
this too unsuitable, he shifted from one calling
to another, until at last he turned his attention
to the invention of steam-boat in 1785. By
1787, his first steam-boat was launched on the
Delaware river at Philadelphia in the presence
cf the members of the Congress. In 1788 he
launched a bigger boat, 60 feet long, and
carried as many as 30 bassengers, covering
20 miles in about 3 hours. In 1790, he huilt
a still larger boat and this was put to regular
service and Fitch got a patent from the .USA.
and from France. In 1791, he started work
on his fourth boat, -named Perseverance; but
it was destroyed before completion by g
violent storm. This disaster virtually ended
his career. After sojourning for four years in
France and other places in search of a more
favourable opportunity to realise his ambition,

Fitch died in disappointment at Bandstown,
July 2, 1792. .

S. R. RANGANATHAN.

University Library,
Madras,
January 4, 1943.




