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a moment the cultural aspects of astronomical Our politicians and philosophers arc constantly

study. Can it be denied that astronomy is the
noblest and the grandest of the sciences, that
it takes us away, if only for a while, from
the noise and the dust of terrestrial conflicts
and leads us.to a better comprehension of the

universe we live in and its eternal verities?

reminding us of India’s great spiritual heritage.
Should they not raise their wvoice also to
remind us of India’s intellectual heritage as
reflected in our age-old interest in astronomy,
and help to build up a renewed and active
interest in its study ? C. V. Raman.

POST-WAR ORGANISATION OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
- IN INDIA

ASYMPOSIUM on Post-War Organisation of
Scientific Research in India was held under
the auspices of the National Institute of Scien-
ces of India on the 27th and 28th September
1943,
of Bengal, Calcutta.

As a result of the discussion the follow-
ing tentative proposals regarding the formation
of a National Research Council were adopted.
Jt was decided further that these proposals be
circulated to the Government Scientific Depart-
ments, Universities, learned societies and un-
attached - institutions for expression of their
views, and discussed, with a view to their
being given effect to, at another symposium
meeting to be held at Delhi towards the end
of the year at which representatives of the
relevant organisations would be invited to he
present.

I. The Council of the National Institute of
Sciences of India be authorised to take neces-
sary steps for the organisation of a National
Research Council constituted under the statu-
tory authority of the Government of India.
The National Research Council shall be directly
responsible to the Government and have the
following functions:—

(a) To plan the main lines of scientific work
in accordance with national needs, (o
formulate schemcs. [or the above pur-
pose, to review and modify the same
whenever necessary and to recommend
ways and means for implementing the
resulls of accomplished researches.

(b) To cnsure balanced development of all
branches of science, and minimisc
overlapping.

(¢) To advise and help relevant authorities
regarding the training and supply of
scientific personnel for pure and ap-
plied research.

CONSTITUTION

National Research Council—The National
Research Council shall consist of scientific and
technical experts not exceeding sixty in num-
ber, the majority of whom shall be eclected by
non-official scientific organisations, including
Universities and institutions of University rank,
the remaining number being nominated by the
Government ‘of India from among the scienti-
fic and technical experts. The President of
the National Research Council shall be nomi-
nated by the Government of India from among
the members. A Vice-President shall be elect-
ed by the National Research Council from
among its members. A whole-time salaried
Secretary shall be appointed by the National
Research Council for. carrying on its work, who
will not be a member of the Council.
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Governing Body of the National Research
Council.—-There shall be a Governing Body of
the National Research Council which shall con-
sist of the following: The President and Viee-
President of the National Rescarch Council,
‘and the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of each
of the Boards.

Boards of Research.—For the performgnce of
its functions the National Research Council
shall constitute the following Boards of Re-
search from among its own members, cach of
which will be 1esp0n<31ble within its own parti-
cular sphere, for giving effect to the poh(y of
the National Research Council:—

(1) Board.of Scientific Rescarch,

(2) Board of Agricultural Research

Crops and Animal Husbandry),

(3) Board of Medical and Public
Research,

(4) Board of Engincering Rescarch, and
such other Boards as may be conmdox»
ed to be neccessary.

The maximum number of members of cach
of the Boards of Research shall be fifty. The
National Rescarch Council shall appoint the
Chairman and Vice-Chairman for cach Board
and shall co-opt eminent scientific workers in
different branches in consullation with non-
official scinelitic organisations, Universitios and
institutions of University rank, scientific de-
partmentstof the Government, and Federations
of Chambers of Commerce.

Research Committees—-For the performance
of its work, cach Board will be authorised to
constitute Research Committees for all importi-
ant subjects, 1o seitle the objectives of researeh,
indicate the individuals or organisations which
could undertake the several component parts
of the cnquiry, receive, and co-ordinate the
resulting information, make il available to those
who will turn il to advanlage and to form a
national plan into which all who ave in a posi-
tion to contribute information can it the
particular lines of research. Governing Bodies
«0f National Research laboratories, when cestab-
lished, shall be constituted in consullation with
the relevant Rescarch Commitlees.

II. The Governmeni of India be requested
to form development corporations for the per-
formance of functions analogous to those per-
formed by the Rescarch Enterprises Lid., in
Canada. The National Research Council shall
be represented on the Governing Bodies of the
development corporations.

III. To enable effect being given 1o the
policy of scientific development.determined by
the National Research Council, the Goverhment
of India should make grant of flve crores of
rupees per annum. ‘

(Soils,
Health



