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The Road-Rail Conference.

HE recent discussions at Simla on the
road-rail controversy have proceeded
on the assumption that man is $till rooted
to the earth. Within the last quarter of a
century he has succeeded in achieving a
three-dimensional existence. The problems
which confronted .the Conference need not
have been attended with the degree
of acrimony which the lack of imagina-
tion. in the bureaucratic mind about the
trend of modern transport service has
engendered. The whole discussion in the
Conference bore an air of unreality, for in
none of the speeches could one discover the
realization of the fact that in a rapidly
moving age of scientific discoveries and
inventions no industrial or commercial con-
cern, however strongly entrenched behind
official support, can hope to enjoy protection
indefinitely, unless it can visualise future
developments and possess sufficient elasti-
city and power of adaptation.

The ostensible' object of the Conference,
ag can be made out from the published
speeches, is to discover the means of render-
ing the competition between the two systems
of trangport less wasteful, if not more profit-
able. This can be achieved only by making
one of the services complemental or tributary
to the other. A proposal of this character
will naturally place the fields of operation
by the road and rail system tangential and
not parallel to each other. The considera-
tion whether the bus service when restricted
to the areas to be opened by the provincial
schemes of road development, will continue
to be a paying concern, has not fallen
within the purview of the Conference. It is
true that the security of railway service
may be temporarily purchased by convert-
ing automobiles into subordinate feeders;
and for this purpose the Government of
India is prepared to raise a loan for launch-
ing an extensive scheme of road develop-
ment in areas not served by railways. The
mere construction of roads linking -the

| isolated parts of the country with the more

advanced distributing centres, does not
offer hopes of promoting the social and
economic prosperity of the rural population
and when conditions of development: sueh
as irrigation projects, power service, organ-
ization of labour, modern scientific:methods
of cultivation and popularisationrof sub-
sidiary occupation are not simultaneously



