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Science News.

The Chromosome Number of Cleome wviscosa
Linn.—Dr. B, K. JANAKI AMMAL, D.SC., F.L.S.,
Department of Botany, College of Science,
Trivandrum, writes:—

“Pollen mother cells of Cleome’ viscosa Linn.
were crushed into a drop of acetocarmine solution
ag described by Belling (1926). The cytoplasm of
the P.M.C.’s when viewed immediately after this
treatment, showed large numbers of oil globules.
These screened the nucleus so that the Chromo-
somes were not visible. When slides were set aside
for about a couple of hours the globules disappear-
ed and the chromosomes could be clearly seen.
The metaphase plate showed the haploid number
in Cleome viscosa to be 10.

Reduction division in P.M.C.’s occurred at about
9 AM. in January and February.”
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M. CEARLES MARIE, Secretaire General, Societe
de Chimie Physique, Paris, writes :—

““ The Society of Physical Chemistry is going to
celebrate its 26th Anniversary this year. Arrange-
ments are made for festivities to take place in the
3rd week of October, such as usual: an assembly,
receptions, a banquet, etc. The Society found it
also desirable to profit of this occasion and to
arrange a general discussion on one of the modern
scientific points. The subject of the discussion is
to be: ¢ Electron Theory of Metals—Rlectrolytes
and the intermediate layers Electrode-Solution.’

A number of scientists, foreign and French, have
been asked to contribute Reports. All those
Reports are going to be printed and the proof-
sheets distributed to the Members of the meeting.
In order to make this meeting an international
one, the Reports are to be published in the author’s
native language: German, English, Ttalian or
French.

The Society of Physical Chemistry should be
extremely pleased to meet some of the Indian
colleagues as members of the Congress. Applica-
tions have to bhe sent as soon as possible, even-
tually before June 30th, the heginning of the
summer holidays, and not later than September
30th. The sum of 125 francs has to be adjoined,
to cover the expenses of the receptions, banquet,
etc., as well as the costs of the preliminary Reports,
mentioned above, :

The applications have to be forwarded atthe
address of the General Secretary, Dr. Ch. Marie,
9, rue de Bagn*eux, Paris (VI°).”

* *

Mosquito and Charophyta.—Dwr. S. I.. GHOSE,
President of the Botany Section, 20th Indian
Science Congress, writes:——

“The sentences quoted in Mr. Dixit’s note are
from a review on the Presidential Address of the
Botany Section of the last Science Congress, and
not from the address itself which evidently has
not been read by Mr. Dixit. - The following is an
extract from the address and will speak for itself:
‘In 1923 Vasconcelos drew attention to certain
species of Chara which seemed to cause the death
of mosquito larvee by a poison which the latter
obtained by feeding on them (100). In 1928,
Messrs. Mathesan and Hinman published a paper
on their observations on Chara fragilis in connec-
tion with mosquito and asserted that the plant
growing in' still and running water aquaria of

various kinds prevented mosquito breeding (74).
When the plant was decaying normal development
of the larvee took place, but when the plant
recovered the larval growth was inhibited. Ex-
periments on this alleged larvicidal property of
the species of Chara have been recently made by
Mr. Paul of Burma, Mr. Blow of England and
Dr. Hamlyn-Harris of Australia (81, 9). These
three workers seem to have got negative results.
It is very desirable, therefore, that experiments
should be made in our country, and the question
of the larvicidal property of Chara species be
finally settled, at least as far as India is con-

- cerned.’

One is glad fo learn that Mr. Dixit has also
given some attention to this problem and is able
to confirm Mr. Pal’s results. It will be very
interesting, however, if he would publish a list of
the species of Chara he has observed in this con-
nection, especially of those from Santa Cruz which
is said to be full of mosquitoes in spite of its vast
areas being covered by Charophyta. The presence
or absence of particular species of Chara may
make all the difference. The following extracts
from Mr. Pal’s paper should be read along with
the sentence quoted from it in Mr. Dixit’s note:
‘At the same time it appears to be a well-estab-
lished fact that mosquito larvee are absent from
ponds containing Charophytes......In my experi--
ence, likewise, similar conditions exist in Burma,
and ponds containing mosquito larve do not
contain Charophytes and wice versa......It is
just possible, of course, that the properties of
different species, as far as destruction of mosquito
larvee is concerned, is different, and this may be
an explanation of the contradictory results
obtained by wvarious workers. TUnfortunately,
C. fragilis, the species used by Mathesan and
Hinman, was not available in Rangoon for experi-
mental purposes. Tf it is really useful in the
destruction of mosquito larve: it would be worth
while to introduce it to various regions.’

It is clear, therefove, that the problem is not
definitely solved yet. The last sentence of Mr.
Dixit’s note, however, would assume that it is so
and would tend to kill further research into the
subject, and that is rather deplorable,”
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* * *

Inhabitants of Waterfalls.—In his talk to the
Rotary Club, Calcutta, on 27th. Sept. 1932, Dr.
S L. Hora enumerated the several interesting
forms of animal life that have adapted themselves
to this perilous habitat. A waterfall is a very
unique blend of unusual factors and at first sight
an impossible situation for animal life, it is truly
surprising how many forms have made this their



