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Unemployment among the Educated
Classes.

DDRESSING the graduates at the Con-
vocation of Agra University in 1931,

Sir Ross Barker is reported to have observed,
“You are like apprentices who have
collected the tools of your craft. You will
be judged by the way in which you will
uge them in after life and as you are
judged the University which has equipped
you will be judged.” In his very commend-
able exhortation Sir Ross Barker evidently
assumes that there is a reasonable scope
for the employment of the labourer and the
exercise of his tools and therefore the res-
ponsibility of using them for a high and
honourable purpose belongs to the young
men. The significance of these pregnant
words, had they been spoken thirty years
ago, might have been understood by the
graduates, when the harvest was rich
cnough to provide employment: for tools
and labourers of all description. Every-
one knows that to-day the output of gra-
duates from the Universitieg in India is out
of all proportion to the expansion of public
service, industrial organizations and other
big employing agencies, and the rate at
which the volume of unempleyment among
the educated young men is increasing must
fill all thoughtful minds with apprehension.
It is true that the acuteness of unemploy-
ment among the labouring communities
is already straining the resources of states-
manship and possibly, in this case, at least
partial relief may be given by rationalizing
industries and hy balancing agriculture and
manufactures : but surely none of these
palliatives can convey hope to the educat-
ed youth whose distress is as acute as it i
widespread. That a compulsory restriction
of the growth of population may be relied
upon to bring succour, is, in our opinion,
a suggestion more facetious than feas-
ible and no far-sighted statesman can deem
his stewardship fully and satisfactorily dis-
charged until he has contributed to the
solution of the problem which sooner or
later is bound to become a menace to the
stability of society and the progress of the
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