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at the Indian Science Congress

... An event of major importance to
the

development of science in Indiaduring
the past year was the decision made
by a group of scientists during the last
session of the Indian Science Con-
gress at Bangalore to publish a scien-
tific journal on the lines of the well-
known English weekly journal, Nature.
A committee was appointed and even-
tually the publication has been com-
menced of a monthly journal entitled
Current Science; the first issue ap-

peared in July 1932. You will all agree
that the journal is a success, for there
has been no lack of material suitable
for publication and the journal is
pleasantly printed on good paper. On
one point, however, the Board of Edi-
tors have cause for anxiety. The Uni-
versity of Madras and the Indian
Institute of Science have made grants
towards the maintenance of this jour-
nal, and, in addition, there are receipts
from the sale of the journal and from
advertisements. The total receipts from
these sources is not, however, suffi-
cient to meet the total expenditure, and
for its continuance the journal will re-
quire either additional grants from
other bodies, or an increased number
of subscribers. These are hard times
and it is going to be difficult to secure
donations from University bodies. But
when | mention that the present year’s
budget of the journal has been framed
on the basis of only 300 subscribers,
which is less than one per million in-
habitants of the country, and that 200
additional subscribers would square
the budget, it will be seen that if Indian
Science deserves the dignity of sup-
porting an All-India journal in science,

it can easily secure this dignity by
what is really a trivial increase in the
number of subscribers; for what are
500 subscribers amongst over 300 mil-
lion people? No doubt, many of you
have been waiting to see what the
journal was like before subscribing.
Now that you see the result, | hope
that as many as possible will send in
their subscriptions.

... | have mentioned all this to indi-
cate the extent to which the Indian
Science Congress is a dependent body
financially, and not yet in a position
to provide donations towards laudable
scientific enterprises such as Current
Science, or towards endowing par-
ticular researches in the manner under-
taken by the British Association for
the Advancement of Science in Eng-
land. Current Science will no doubt
eventually pay its way; but we could
well do with funds for financing spe-
cial items of research by private work-
ers. We may hope perhaps that
eventually donations for this purpose
will be forthcoming from generous
donors, who may perhaps remember
the Indian Science Congress in their
wills. . ..
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