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think of stress induced mutability in any 
system.  
 The article by Li and Ding talks about 
RNA silencing and more importantly the 
mechanism of viral counter-defense against 
the RNA silencing mediated immunity or 
the viral suppressors of RNA silencing 
(VSRs) operating in various plant and 
animal systems. The chapter by Downs, 
on understanding microbial metabolism 
is another important inclusion in this 
volume. The author highlights the com-
plications in studying various metabolic 
pathways, and how inadequate it is to 
study the pathways in isolation (because 
of interconnections between the various 
pathways wherein a defect at any step 
could lead to establishment of an alto-
gether new equilibrium between the me-
tabolites). The author discusses various 
methods and the importance of microbial 
genetics in the systems biology approach 
of studying the metabolic pathways in an 
integrated manner. More often than not 
in several methods, small changes in ex-
pression levels (below a certain thresh-
old) are ignored. However, a small flux 
changes in the level of a metabolite can 
be amplified because of interlinking of 
various pathways. Last but not the least, 
a chapter on bacterial typing using the 
modern means of sequences of multiple 
loci (multilocus sequence typing, MLST) 
written by Maiden discusses the importance 
of this new method in varied aspects of 
microbial evolution, epidemiology, patho-
logy, etc.  
 Overall, I find that this particular vol-
ume has more than something for every-
one and in the process of reviewing it, I 
learnt a lot from it. I certainly intend to 
come back to refer to many of these arti-
cles for preparing my lectures or to sim-
ply use them as ready reference for 
research. Contents of the key references 
have been highlighted in the margins. 
The definitions of various technical 
terms on the page margins are very use-
ful. Though in an effort of this kind, oc-
casionally but understandably there may 
be some errors (e.g. on page 212, eIF has 
been defined as elongation initiation factor 
rather than eukaryotic initiation factor).  
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The book under review is among the very 
few books in this field written by Indian 
authors. Even though it uses the language 
of a review, it combines some features of 
an advanced textbook as well as reference 
book and is appropriate for researchers, 
teachers and postgraduate students dealing 
with plant nutrition, soil biology, plant 
biology, agriculture, etc.  
 The book has been aptly divided into 
two parts for the convenience of readers. 
The first part of the book deals with the 
role of micronutrients in plants and the 
response of plants to their deficiencies. 
This part is most useful to readers inter-
ested in the biological aspects of plant 
micronutrients, ranging from physiology 
to molecular biology. The second part of 
the book focuses on the causes, detection, 
treatment and thus overall management 
of micronutrient deficiency in plants, 
which is of higher relevance to those 
dealing with related agricultural sciences. 
The book has been well laid out and 
printed on high quality paper as per in-
ternational standards of production, with 
plenty of tables, charts and figures which 
are well designed for easy understanding 
of the subject. The chapters contain 
plenty of citations to both old and new 
references, helpful for the further study 
of interested readers. The references 
from all the chapters have been provided 
at the end of a book in a comprehensive 
bibliography, which should be a rich re-
source in itself. Besides, a fairly compre-
hensive subject index has also been 
provided for the convenience of the read-
ers to locate specific information. The 
last chapter on amelioration of deficien-
cies with micronutrient amendments and 
the use of micronutrient-efficient genotypes 
would be of particular value to those 
looking for practical solutions, which 
would have been further enhanced, had 
these aspects been elaborated further. So 
also its use as a textbook if the number 
of illustrations were increased in order to 
make the study more explicit. 
 A drawback of the book is that it does 
not provide any details regarding the 
prevalence, intensity and geographical 
spread of micronutrient deficiency in the 
crops or soils of India or elsewhere in the 
world. Such information, especially if 
accompanied by maps and other illustra-

tions would have further enriched the 
applied value of the book for further re-
search, extension and policy in agriculture, 
as well as expanded the range of its read-
ership. Considering the availability of 
books on plant micronutrients from other 
authors from abroad, a focus on Indian 
crops and on Indian agricultural soils 
would have been particularly relevant 
and timely for us here in India. This is 
because of the growing concerns over 
micronutrient deficiencies in Indian soils 
and their adverse impact on agricultural 
productivity in many parts of the coun-
try, especially in the intensively cropped 
regions.  
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There is a scarcity of good Indian text-
books in most areas of medical sciences. 
The sporadic attempts in most cases have 
a poor readership response because they 
mimic the traditional western approach 
and the poor quality of illustrations, 
printing, etc. are further disincentives. 
Foreign textbooks, besides being expensive, 
do not give adequate coverage to subjects 
relevant to Indian needs and priorities. 
 The situation in pharmacology has been 
somewhat better. The first textbook of 
what was then known as Materia Medica 
appeared in the beginning of the last cen-
tury. This, Ghosh’s book, was subse-
quently edited by two different editors 
and two versions appeared in the sixties. 
However, it has little following now. The 
explosive growth in pharmacology has 
led to publication of several single or 
multi-author textbooks of pharmacology 
during the last few decades. Most of 
them, however, follow the traditional 
western approach primarily based on de-
tails of individual drugs and scanty details 
of Indian initiatives or regulatory milieu. 
The quality of publications has improved 


